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Ash Creek School, located about four miles east of 
Sunizona, is very unusual for several reasons.  Built in 1910 to 
serve the many homesteaders in the Ash Creek community, it 
was one of the few rural schools in the entire Sulphur Springs 
Valley that managed to survive the Great Depression of the 
1930’s.  At least two dozen other valley schools, built for the 
same purpose and during the same time period, either closed or 
completely disappeared before World War II.  It was 
unfortunate that hundreds of families discovered that they 
couldn’t make a living dry farming their 160- or 320- acre 
homesteads and were forced to leave the valley or find other 
employment.  Electricity, vital for irrigation, didn’t arrive until 
the early 1940s, too late to save most homesteaders. 
Below, a photo of Ash Creek School in 1912.  
 

 

“(The school) was used for count-
less dances, Sunday School pro-
grams, plays, parties and all sorts 
of other public gatherings.” 

How Ash Creek originated also makes it an unusual school.  
In 1920, a bachelor homesteader named Frank M. Geers 
donated three acres of land for a school on the condition that 
the building could be used “for all public meetings and 
amusements.”  The people within the Ash Creek district pulled 
together and raised enough money to build the school.  
However, instead of erecting a typical frame structure, they 
built a 20x40 foot concrete school, physically capable of 
surviving the ages.  And when it was completed, the school 
became the heart of the entire community. 

In July of 1920, the Cochise County Board of Supervisors 
approved the school, provided a teacher and supplies, and the 
school opened that September, School records show that in 
1912 the school had 23 students, more than enough to fill the 
building.  Enrollment increased over the next few years to an 
average of 30 students per year. 

As of 1962, Ash creek was still a thriving one-room school 
house, and over the years served the community well.  True to 
its founding mission, and like all schools during that era, it was 

used for countless dances, Sunday School programs, plays 
parties and all sorts of other public gatherings. 

But since the 1960s, after several buildings had been added, 
and the faculty had grown and the student body expanded, the 
busy teachers somehow lost track of how old the school was.  
Therefore, on Aug. 13 of 2004, the teachers, parents guests and 
38 students mistakenly celebrated what everyone thought was 
the school’s 100th Anniversary.  Everyone had a grand time 
that day, unaware of the fact that the celebration was six years 
too early. 

Recently, when the current principal, Sue Shepard, heard 
about the above mix-up, she immediately adopted the best 
attitude possible and said with enthusiasm and delight, “Okay, 
that will give our school the wonderful opportunity to have 
another, more meaningful, celebration this year. 

And, as luck would have it, a back issue of the Arizona 
Range News, dated Dec. 30, 1910, carried an article describing 
in detail how Ash Creek School was decorated for its first 
Christmas.  Shepard, along with the entire faculty, staff, guests 
and the 48-member student body, planned to duplicate the 
school’s 1910 Christmas in every way possible.  Of course, 
electric lights will be used instead of lanterns and candles, but 
otherwise it will be an exciting re-creation of the past. 

It’s not often that a school has the opportunity to celebrate 
both Christmas and its 100th Anniversary at the same time.  But 
Ash Creek, on Wednesday, Dec. 15th, once again displayed its 
unique character and positive outlook by holding what proved 
to be a wonderful Christmas/100th Anniversary celebration that 
the entire county applauded.  And for those who know the 
present-day Ash Creek School complex, the double celebration 
was a fitting tribute to all the homesteaders who chipped in 100 
years ago in order to build a strong and enduring rural school. 

 
Above, the original Ash Creek School as it looks today, 

with Principal Sue Shepard in front.  It is now used as the 
library.  Electricity and a bathroom have been added, but 
otherwise the building is the same as it was in when it was built 
in 1910. 

Principal Sue Shepard is currently looking for students who 
attended Ash Creek School in the past.  Please contact her at 
520 824-3340. 


