
What Patriotism Means to Me 

 

What does patriotism mean to me? I think it’s more than a word in the dictionary. I think 

it’s the hard working men and women working in congress. It’s the people fighting around the 

world. It’s for all the people who are willing and understanding for our country. Who give 

second chances and who stand up for their rights. Even if it means breaking laws.  To me that’s a 

true patriotic citizen. 

Patriotism is why America is so strong. People have a deep desire to be successful. It’s 

like a disease that won’t go away. What I’m trying to say, is patriotism is different for everyone. 

You can be the person who hides inside all day and slowly get your rights taken away, or be the 

one who stands up and just says no! 

For example when we went through World War II we didn’t have enough medical 

supplies. So thousands of women put their families aside to go help wounded men. So that they 

would be able to continue fighting for our country. These women didn’t get paid or medals. They 

were just being patriotic.  The most remarkable thing is they didn’t only help us but they helped 

the enemy’s wounded men.  They showed their love and determination for their country. 

John F Kennedy once said, “Don’t ask what your country can do for you. Ask instead 

what you can do for your country.” Every day you do small heroic things instead of going around 

trying to solve everyone’s problems. You see patriotism all around you all the time. It may be 

watching a video in social studies about US history.  Or it might be having your flags half-staff 

due to 9/11 or an important person being killed. People around the world love America without 

them living here, how can that be?  Some countries call us selfish when honestly, we aren’t. We 

have helped them through war, depression, and poverty. 

So what does patriotism really mean to me? Well it’s how you show your love for your 

country. You can’t just claim to be patriotic today or tomorrow. You must show America that 

you really do love her. You just have to figure that out yourself. Don’t let anyone tell you how to 

love your country.  
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