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 I cannot believe we are going into March already! All of our students have been busy in 

their classrooms.   Hopefully, spring is right around the corner and we can start enjoying the 

outdoors more.  It will be great for children to go outside more for some fresh air and 

exercise. In the meantime, Ash Creek teachers are using Activity Works to help keep the 

children active, in the classrooms. Activity works integrates 12-minute exercise bursts with core 

curriculum for the classrooms, it is an educational program that enhances core curriculum 

content and stimulates metabolism through multi-sensory, aerobic exercise. We received this 

wonderful program through the Activity Works Grant. 

The benchmark assessments represent a baseline for measuring student learning, Ash Creek 

Elementary is excited to share that 74% of our students are at benchmark or above in math and 

84% of our students are at benchmark or above in reading. Watching your children grow with 

the guidance of the fantastic teachers at Ash Creek Elementary School is a true blessing. The 

results tell the teacher and students whether they are keeping up with the class, need extra help 

or are ahead of other students. Our tutoring program and intersession are truly making a 

difference for the success of all students. We also had a 95% attendance rate. The attendance 

rate is important because students who are in school most of the time do better and are more 

likely to succeed in academics. It’s difficult for the teacher and the class to build their skills and 

progress if a large number of students are frequently absent. 

Tutoring is every Tuesday and Wednesday from 4:15pm - 5:15pm. Intersession is held 

March 6-9, 2017, this gives the students that need extra help to achieve the chance for 3 hours 

of intensive reading and math. 8:30am - 11:30am Math, 11:30am - 12:00pm Lunch, and 

12:00pm - 3:00pm Reading.  

Our first Parent/Principal/Teacher conference went very well. Thanks to all the parents for 

attending, I really enjoyed being able to speak with each of you, we had some very meaningful 

conversations. Your input is really important to me, feel free anytime to give me a call, and 

please do not wait for formal conferences to discuss any concerns you have. Conferences play 

an important role in student’s development and academic success. When parents, principals and 

teachers work together the child stands to benefit the most. I look forward to frequent 

communication with you as we work together to ensure your child’s success! 

Our newly elected County School Superintendent, Jacqui Clay and her Chief Deputy, Rose 

Martinez came to spend the day with students and staff here at Ash Creek.  It was a pleasure 

meeting her and we look forward to working with her and her team. 
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Principal’s Desk 
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While visiting classrooms, I witness children who are engaged and excited about their learn-

ing.  I am very proud of the children and teachers at Ash Creek Elementary.  

This year, the window for AzMerit assessments for grades 3-8 is March 27th – April 7th. 

Ash Creek Elementary will be testing Monday March 27th- Thursday March 30th. Please make 

sure on the days of testing your child gets a good night's sleep and eats a healthy breakfast as 

with any normal school day. 

I had a wonderful time in the 6-8 grade classroom presenting a math lesson on how to calcu-

late total profit. The students were doing a fund raiser and this lesson fit right in.  

I want to thank all the many volunteers that have helped out on field trips, bake sale, pan-

cake breakfast and supporting our students.  A special thank you for the generous donations 

from Judy Leiker and Carolyn Tolby for the food for National School Choice Week pancake 

breakfast and the 6-8 grade fund raiser pancake breakfast.   

I want to welcome to our team Sandra Kirchgessner, our new Bus Driver and returning, Ro-

sario Ruiz, Custodian.  

I would also like to thank Judy Leiker for 8 years as a board member and board president on 

Ash Creek School Board. Thanks for the service and support. Thanks, as well, to Greg Lee for 

his service on the board for the past 4 years. You both will be missed. I would like to welcome 

Victoria Brand to our board as board president and Pat Hill as a member. If you are interested in 

becoming a board member please call the office for further information.  

2016 tax donations can be made until April 18, 2017. Thanks to all that have donated.   

Kindergarten Round-up: 

Pre-registration for students entering kindergarten in the 2017-18 school year will be held 

on April 20th from 9:00am-11:00am and 1:00pm-3:00pm. For admission to kindergarten, chil-

dren must be five (5) years of age prior to September 1 of the current school year.  For more 

information please call the school office.  

Mark your calendars for upcoming events: 

 Annual Track Meet April 27, 2017 9:00am (Volunteers needed) 

 Paul Fisher Drama presentation/potluck May 11. 2017 6:30pm 

 Mrs. B’s story time/potluck May 18, 2017 4:15pm 

 Please be sure to check our website for more information at ashcreekschool.wordpress.com 

Our School:  

Is student centered, with guidance from 

school personnel and community. Has a 

friendly, safe atmosphere that creates re-

spect for self and others. Inspires literacy 

and builds strong minds.    

 

 Sincerely,  

 Sue Shepard 

 Principal  

 520-824-3340  
National School Choice Week 



These past few months have been filled with many fun trips, art projects, perfor-
mances, and academic endeavors of course. We spent the night at the Phoenix Zoo, 
went to the mountains to find the perfect Christmas tree, took a shuttle ride to outer 
space at Discovery park in Safford, and most recently toured the Coronado Dairy.   

In art, our class took a nature walk and built geometric habitats, painted self-
portraits and are currently working on a Rosa Parks project. The children chose to do 
a Dance Party PSA for the school choice pancake breakfast and a reenactment to 
the infamous shootout in Tombstone at the Association performance in February.  
Both were well received by the audience members. 

Our mathematic agenda has included learning to tell time on both analog and dig-
ital clocks, counting coins, and measuring weight, distance and volume with both 
metric and American standard units. In reading and writing, we have been focusing 
on identifying characters, setting, and the moral of fables from various cultures. 
These lessons have the benefit of adding science and social studies to the curriculum 
while still leaving time for imaginative free play.  

Miss Joy’s K-2nd Grade Class 

Science!  

Zoo Trip 

Bird Houses 

Making Butter 



Third - Fifth Grade Classroom News 
 

The new year brought a packed schedule and a wealth of learning experiences to Ash 

Creek math and science students. With field trips, a visual art show, two drama performances 

by our students, and various guest presenters at our school, this has been a busy and 

rewarding quarter for students and staff. 

Two of our art projects were included in the “My Heart Changes” art exhibit in 

Tucson, sponsored by the Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance. 6-8th grade students 

produced abstract artworks inspired by the study of body tissues during a Body Systems 

science unit, and the folded spiral book on life cycles created for the County Fair by 3-5th 

grade students last fall was also included in the exhibit. 

Students also produced a variety of dramatic works, including productions about the 

uniqueness of Ash Creek School for our School Choice Week breakfast, and a performance 

for the Sunizona-Ash Creek Association dinner in February. Grades 3-5 produced an original 

drama on the solar system as part of an integrated arts unit on Astronomy for this event. A 

field trip to Discovery Park in Safford enriched our astronomy studies as well. 

We know how much music 

education supports mathematics 

knowledge, so were happy to welcome 

new musical guests from the Cowboy 

Poetry Festival, and welcome back our 

friend Barry Ward, all fantastic 

performers who had our students singing 

along. We also enjoyed a hands-on 

science presentation from the Riverview 

Dairy staff, as well as a tour of the dairy 

during its open house.  

Within this whirlwind of activity, 

students have continued to work very 

hard on math and science projects. Many 

students are attending after-school 

tutoring sessions to hone their math 

skills. We're seeing the results 

on weekly formative math tests, 

and are really proud of all the 

hard work students are putting in 

to improve their skills. We have 

a wonderful group of motivated 

and engaged students! 

 

Vicki Marvick 

      Students make butter during a presentation by Riverview Dairy. 

 Learning about animal tracks at Discovery Park. 



 

Middle school Classroom News 
 
Hello again, 

 The middle school class has done some incredible things this quarter.  The class has 

been involved in presentations for “school choice week” and at the association building.  The 

students are so great at coming up with ideas and developing these ideas into something 

tangible. 

 The class had the opportunity to participate in a field trip to eastern Arizona’s discovery 

park in Safford.  What a great experience!  The whole school went on a nature tour and then it 

was off to the stars in a simulated space shuttle.   Everyone had a great time. 

 On the academic side, the class has been studying India and China in world history; the 

religious, political, social, and economic aspects of these countries in ancient times has been 

their focus. 

 In regards to reading and writing, the class has been studying weekly spelling 

assignments, the importance of which cannot be underestimated.  A weekly book report is 

required on relevant short stories; this will aid the student in all aspects of critical thinking.  The 

class takes a quick formative test every week; this is a great way to prepare the student for test 

taking and gives a weekly check on how much they retained.  Writing prompts and essays are 

frequently assigned. 

 Our year is drawing to a conclusion, so the class will continue to diligently work on 

their academic skills in order to face and conquer the year-end tests.  We’ll be ready! 

Bruce Ettleson 

Artist Barry Ward Visits Ash Creek School. 

Student’s create their own song on the fly. 



Art Class 
We integrate the arts! That means that every art project and lesson is based upon what the 

kids are studying in science, math, social studies or language arts.  It also means that the students 

feel a deeper sense of connection to each art project they generate.  One example is the sixth 

through eighth grade study of human body tissues in science class. The students each chose a 

body tissue to investigate. They each  examined slides of their chosen  tissue, and from there, 

developed a water-color, pastel, or acrylic painting. The artwork was incredible! We entered all 

of them in an exhibit at the Ventana Medical Research 

Center in Tucson, sponsored by the Southern Arizona Arts 

and Cultural Alliance.  We are very proud of the student's 

exemplary and creative work.   

The third - fifth graders have been studying our solar 

system, and are creating "travel posters" of individual 

planets, highlighting the "attractions" and cautioning 

potential space travelers to the dangers of their particular 

planets. In addition, they created and performed a drama about the solar system at the Sunizona 

Ash Creek Association Dinner, each portraying a planet, wearing the costumes they designed.  It 

was a big hit with the community! The Kinder-second graders have been studying Black History 

month, and they have made spiral books that illustrate and tell the story of Rosa Parks.  They've 

had great fun mixing paint to match their own multi-cultural skin tones and using their 

handprints to decorate the spiral book. 

Below are some of the paintings which were made by the students using the aforementioned 

microscope slides. 

Diana Hamberger 
 

Bladder Tissue Bone Cell 

Bone Marrow 

Heart Muscle 

Muscle Cell 

Nerve Cell 

Thyroid Tissue 

Stomach / Esophagus 



 

Greetings to the Ash Creek community!  I 

would like to introduce myself; I am Vicki Brand 

the new Governing Board president. I have a Mas-

ters degree in Education from Arizona State Uni-

versity (yes, I know I am in Wildcat country).  I 

spent 15 years in Phoenix teaching grades Kinder-

garten through 8th Grade and 5 years as a teacher coach in math, science and technology.  I was 

an administrator in a middle school supervising 500 7th -8th graders and 50 teachers.  My hus-

band and I moved down to Sunizona 7 years ago to live closer to my family. I became Superin-

tendent of Elfrida Elementary District until retiring in June. Now I work part time at my par-

ents’ business The Mustang Mall and spend my spare time traveling, enjoying my horses and 

our new puppy.   

I requested appointment to the Ash Creek School Board so I could help to provide support 

for the students and staff of our beautiful little school. My goals for the school are to support 

their efforts to improve academic achievement and to draw more students to the school.  I have 

been very impressed with the work our principal Mrs. Shepard and the staff have done and the 

academic gains we are seeing as a result of all their efforts. I look forward to meeting and work-

ing with our students, staff, parents and community members as we work as a team to make our 

school the best in the valley! 

 Vicki Brand 

 Board President,  

 Ash Creek Elementary School 

Alice Woods Library 
 

Public library hours are: 

Tuesday    2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Wednesday  9:30 am – 11:30 am 

Thursday  9:00 am – 11:30 am 

Friday  11:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Saturday  9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

“The more you read the more things 

you will know. The more that you learn 

the more places you’ll go.” 

-Dr. Seuss 



Home of the Mustangs 


