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Principal’s Desk  

“Success Starts Here” 

  

We are wrapping up another successful school year. That brings summer activities. At times teachers (and 

principals) are asked by parents, "What can I do at home during the summer to help my child be successful at 

school?"  The answer is quite simple, "Read with your child every day."  Before, during, and after the reading, 

praise your child, direct a discussion about the story, ask questions, visualize the story, offer information, 

share personal reactions, and relate the story to life experiences.  Most of all enjoy the story together and let 

your child see that reading is fun.   

I would like to share the results of our Title 1 Cycle 4 monitoring from the Arizona Department of 

Education. We meet all compliance standards with federal regulations and state law for the items that ADE 

reviewed as part of Cycle 4. Here is what Angela Conner, M.ED Education Program Specialist/Title 1 had to 

say “Please know that Ash Creek Elementary was mentioned at my luncheon today with Superintendent 

Douglas. I was beyond excited to have the opportunity to share with her what I had experienced out in 

Sunizona. A tiny, rural school district embracing the Arts Integration Model so wholeheartedly and 

effectively. You, your staff and your students should be very proud.” 

Other general commendations were clean and clear fiscal record keeping system, strong focus on Family 

Engagement: specifically use of Principal/Parent/Teacher format for spring conferences, Healthy Play 

Program and Arts Integration reform model exhibit schoolwide commitment to addressing the educational 

needs of the whole child.  

Not only are we doing well with federal and state laws but our students are doing well. I am proud of each 

and every one of them for really stepping up this year and focusing on academics, the hard work has paid off. 

Congratulations for a job well done. 

The presentation the students did under the direction of Mr. Paul Fisher was fantastic. Karen Husted, 

Founder of ARTS FOR BORDER CHILDREN had this to say “My husband and I really enjoyed the 

performances. It certainly met our expectations.  The 6th - 8th grade performance was amazing.  The 

complexity of the story and the multiple scene changes and the 

students playing multiple roles with a different characterization 

was very impressive.  I am sure none of them will forget the 

Lincoln presidency and assassination.  

It was particularly interesting for me to see the students who 

have had the benefit of the program for multiple years. The 

growth in confidence, poise, articulation, and ability to think on 

their feet is very noticeable. Obviously all the students make 

progress in these areas, but the multiple year students really do 

stand out.  

I was further impressed to see all the visual artwork and the 

scenery really added a nice touch to the performances and the 

evening.” 

SunWise Grades 6 - 8 



Principal’s Desk 
(continued) 

 

Here at Ash Creek we integrate the arts, have small class sizes, highly advanced curriculum, 

individualized computers for each student, state of the art learning software, and the students go 

on many field trips exposing them to culture, science, history and nature.  

I had the pleasure of teaching the students this last semester the SunWise health program. It 

teaches them how to protect themselves from overexposure to the sun and develop sun-safe be-

haviors.  

Ash Creek Students artwork is being displayed in Bisbee at the Cochise County School Su-

perintendent, Jacquie Clay’s office. 

We are planning on some new and exciting changes for the 2017/2018 school year.  So be 

sure to check out our website for updates at http://ashcreekschool.wordpress.com 

Have a great summer, see you all on July 24, 2017. 

Sincerely,  

 Sue Shepard 

 Principal  

 520-824-3340  

—————————————————————————————————————–————————-- 

Ash Creek Elementary School is accepting applications for a bus driver for the 2017/2018 

school year.  

Class A or B CDL with S endorsement required. 

Morning and afternoon runs, 16 – 20 Hours per week.  

$10.00/hour to start. 

Applications available by calling 520-824-3340 please ask for Mr. Hamberger, or pick up at 

the school office 6460 E. Highway 181 Sunizona. EOE 

 

Ash Creek Elementary is 

looking for volunteers for 

the 2017/2018 school year 

who would like to teach 

dance to our students. 

Please contact Mrs. Shep-

ard 520-824-3340 Ext 102  

 

 

Our School:  

Is student centered, with 

guidance from school per-

sonnel and community. Has 

a friendly, safe atmosphere 

that creates respect for self 

and others. Inspires literacy 

and builds strong minds.  

SunWise Grades K-5 

http://ashcreekschool.wordpress.com
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 Miss Joy’s 
K-2 class 

The end of the school year is creeping up fast. Our K-2 class did an excellent job 

on the inventors/inventions unit and performance. Each student learned how to 

make a fiction and nonfiction book. They submitted them and the books are avail-

able to check out at the library. All the kids and adults had a wonderful time partici-

pating in Mrs. B’s story time with a twist. We look forward to the many fun and ed-

ucational adventures awaiting us next year. 



Third - Fifth Grade Classroom News 
 

The final quarter of the school year has been packed full of many different experiences for 

third, fourth and fifth graders! 

We were happy to welcome our drama artist, Paul Fisher, as part of our unit on the 

Amazon Rainforest. This was our eleventh Ash Creek School production with Mr. Fisher, and 

it was exciting to see students create an original and entertaining play based on their research 

and knowledge of the rainforest. As students developed animal characters for the play, they 

also produced artworks based on these characters for the Willcox Art League Fine Art and 

Photography Show. During these last few weeks of school, students are continuing their 

science studies by exploring various types of fiber, learning to make felt from raw wool, and 

making felt-covered memory books. 

Students continue to work hard in after-school math tutoring, and have been enjoying a 

variety of math labs where they put their math skills to work in solving challenging problems. 

This has been a great year, with motivated and engaged students. I'm very proud of all my 

hard-working students!  

 

Vicki Marvick 

Caption: 

Students  

perform 

their original 

play on the  

Amazon 

Rainforest  

Caption: 

Problem-

solving as 

a group 

during a 

math lab  



 

Middle School Classroom News 
 

The spring session of school is nearing completion.   

 We have gained much ground academically, both in reading skills and historical 

research.  In reading, we continue to start our day with an individually paced program that is 

both comprehensive and engaging; the students spend forty minutes of the day involved in this 

program, named Fast Forward.  In history, the entire class has spent a great deal of time 

researching the assassination of Abraham Lincoln for their play presentation. 

 According to Fast Forward’s indicators, the class has gained 6.25 months of progress in 

2.5 months of usage, a very reputable achievement.  Besides Fast Forward, the class continues 

to complete worksheets directed towards improving their reading comprehension, inferencing 

abilities, and locating the main idea of an article, along with others.  We have concentrated on 

writing themed papers such as ‘my best/worst birthday’, ‘comparing and contrasting alligators 

and crocodiles,’ and what are called ‘definition/illustration papers’, whereby the student is 

given a word to define denotatively and is then expected to illustrate, with details, examples, 

and anecdotes, the meaning of that particular word. 

Furthermore, the class has been reading and writing about exceptional historical figures, 

notably, Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses S. Grant, Henry David Thoreau, and many others. This 

helps to make history more personal. 

Our play presentation “The Assassination of  Abraham Lincoln Before and After,” 

directed by Mr. Paul Fisher, was very successful and quite a learning experience.  How 

interesting it was to 

find out what went 

on before and after 

the assassination of 

Lincoln! 

All in all, 

the class has done 

very well this year 

which bodes well 

for their future. 

 

Bruce Ettleson 

 



Art 
 

This has been a year of joy and discovery in the art class—and not just for the students!  We have explored 

many new media and methods to express what we have been learning in science, math, language arts, and 

social studies.  Batik, tie-dye, and felt-making are a few of the new methods we have experimented with.  It 

has been busy, and fun, and above all, educational.  We’ve created works that help us further explore our solar 

system, the plants and animals of the rainforest, local flora and fauna, the intricate workings of the human 

body, and the assassination of President Lincoln. We have entered our artwork in shows and received great 

reviews and lots of positive feedback on our arts integration program.  I look forward to another wonderful 

year doing art with these awesome students. 

 

Mrs. Diana Hamberger 
Caption:  Tie-Dye! 

Caption:  

Felt Making! 



Alice Woods Library 
 

Public library hours are: 

Tuesday    2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Wednesday  9:30 am – 11:30 am 

Thursday  9:00 am – 11:30 am 

Friday  11:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Saturday  9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

“The more you read the more things 

you will know. The more that you learn 

the more places you’ll go.” 

-Dr. Seuss 

Notes From the Reading Room 
 

What a great year this has been for our school/county branch library!  

 

First of all, the County hired Amadee Ricketts as Library Director to replace Lise Gilliland 

who retired.  Amadee joins us form Colorado and is fitting in here as though she’s been here all 

her life. 

 

Then, the school closed in the library porch  with windows and a door so we now have a 

lovely new room for patrons and students to use and our free books, magazines and fliers no 

longer get blown around or rained on. Thanks so much to Mrs. Shepard for making it happen, 

and to Mr. Rubio for doing a great job on the construction. If you haven’t seen it yet, please 

come in and take a look. 

  

On May 18th the school and library, in collaboration, hosted our second annual end of year 

celebration, “Mrs. B’s Story Time…With a Twist”. This year, as last, the show was full of mu-

sic, stories and hilarity, and everyone had a fantastic time. We ended the evening with a barbe-

que and pot luck dinner so, everyone went home happy and full. If you couldn’t make it this 

time, be sure to put it on your calendar for next year. 

 

The library will be open as usual over the summer so, please bring your children in to check 

out books and DVDs for summer entertainment.  Try to make reading an enjoyable part of eve-

ry day. Read together or separately, depending on your child’s age, but keep in mind that read-

ing is one of the best ways to avoid the dreaded summer slide. The key is to find ways to keep it 

enjoyable. I’ll be looking forward to seeing you at the library. 

 

Marian Baker Gierlach,  

Ash Creek School Librarian  

Cochise County Library Branch Manager 

 

  

Caption:  Mrs. B’s Storytime with a Twist! 
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