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Principal’s Desk  

“Success Starts Here” 

  

I cannot believe how quickly the first quarter went. There are some exciting new happenings this year at 

Ash Creek. Thanks to Riverview, LLP Coronado Dairy we have an Ag program for the students in sixth-

eighth grade, taught by Moiria White. We also had a girls volley ball team, which was coached by Mr. 

Hamberger, and a cooking program taught by Mrs. Shiver. Our new structured physical education class, not 

recess, directed by Mr. Hamberger is teaching the students a fit and healthy lifestyle and teamwork.  

The Arizona Department of Education released letter grades for traditional public schools and charter 

schools throughout the state. Ash Creek Elementary District #53 was “Not Rated” because we did not meet the 

minimum n-count requirements for enough components to be graded this year, per State Board decision.  I am 

pleased to say although we were “Not Rated” we have gained +27% overall passing in English Language Arts 

(ELA) and +19% overall passing in Math. With these improvements it shows the hard work our district has 

being doing to ensure all of our students receive a quality education. We were recognized at the annual 

Beyond Textbooks conference for our increase in proficiency in ELA. What an honor!   

 We will host the second Math Night taught by Ms. Marvick. Is your child having trouble understanding a 

concept in math or  you need to brush up on your math so you can help your child? If so, mark your calendar 

and plan to attend November 30, 2017 6:30pm - 7:30pm. 

2017 tax donations can be made until Apr il 15, 2018. 

Box Tops: This is a great easy way to earn money for  our  school. It’s time to star t turning in all the 

box tops you have been collecting. Collection box is in the office. 

Tutoring is every Tuesday and Wednesday from 4:15pm-5:15pm. 

Please be sure to check our website for more information at ashcreekschool.wordpress.com 

Our School:  

Is student centered, with guidance from school personnel and community. Has a friendly, safe atmosphere that 

creates respect for self and others. Inspires literacy and builds strong minds.    

Sincerely,  

Sue Shepard, Principal 520-824-3340 

 

Coach’s Corner 
 

The reintroduction of Sports and P.E. as a class has been very invigorating, not just for the students but for 

me (Mr. Hamberger) as well.  It reminds me of when I was coaching before and just how much FUN it is to 

both teach and take part in, the learning of cooperative team sports with the students.  The Volleyball season 

was very successful. Our Mustangs started from literally zero official volleyball training and through hard 

work and dedication were able to even win a few games against other schools. I am looking forward to the 

coming years continuing this strong start to a good volleyball team We are now entering the challenging 

Basketball season and the students have a lot of exciting plays to learn.  This class is a great way for them to 

burn off some energy at the end of the day while learning how to be fit and keep moving. (Its good for the 

coach too!).   

 

Chris Hamberger, Coach 



Principal’s Desk (Continued) 

 
The students have been enjoying many field trips exposing them to culture, science, history 

and nature. Field trip with County School Superintendent to Bisbee Mining Museum The sixth-

eighth grade Ag class attended the 2017 Riggs Field Day with Moiria White, Coach and com-

peted in Range, Wildlife and Soils competitions with students in FFA from 10 schools.  All of 

the students enjoyed a trip to Apple Annie’s, learning about pollination and picking apples and 

to the County Fair learning about agricultural and spending time in the exhibits. Congratula-

tions to the students who won prizes for their art work at the fair.  

 

 

 

 
                Thanks to the Sunsites Pearce Fire Department   

      for the presentation on fire safety,  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Eileen Ahearn Co-Chair,  

WHSOP for the poetry presentation. 

Above:  Apple Annie’s wagon ride 

Above: Doing the chicken dance at the fair.  

Below: Isabella, Myself, Shania, and Marian 



Kinder - Second Grade News 
 

 

The Kinder - Second grade classroom is always busy and full of learning opportunities.  We 

work on reading, phonics, sight words, literature appreciation, how to use a dictionary, how to 

read a map, addition & subtraction with regrouping, money concepts, and even expanded nota-

tion!  Their skills and knowledge in all these areas have been growing steadily throughout this 

first quarter. 

In addition to our daily Reading and Math work, we have started our Fast ForWord reading 

program as well as the Sum Dog Math Program. These are computer programs that help with 

reading skills and math skills, respectively.  The students spend about 30 minutes each day on 

the programs. 

In August we enjoyed a very educational trip to the Bisbee Mining Museum, where we 

learned about all of the valuable minerals and copper that are mined in Bisbee, as well as the 

important role copper plays in our everyday lives.   

In September we took a trip to Apple Annie’s 

Orchard where we learned about the life cycle of 

apples, which inspired us to delve further into the 

subject, including our study of the life of Johnny 

Appleseed. 

The students have been composing poems for the 

annual Cowboy poetry contest as well as for our up-

coming drama performance with Mr. Fisher.  They 

have been working hard each day with Mr. Fisher to 

create a play based on the life of Johnny Appleseed. 

The performance will be on November 2nd here at 

the school, at 6:30 pm, with a potluck to follow.  It 

promises to be a wonderful, fun and educational 

performance. 

 

Diana Hamberger 

Honorary Second Grader, Mr. Hamberger 



Third - Fifth Grade Classroom News 
 

The math and science classrooms have settled into the rhythms of the school year, and have 
been working hard on a variety of projects. Every student has been working toward math goals 
through our Beyond Textbooks program. The older students have become truly self-directed math 
learners, making good use of Khan Academy instruction as an adjunct to teacher instruction in the 
classroom. Math labs, where students collaborate on challenging real-world problems to extend math 
learning and engagement, are an important part of our program. Parents will have a chance to 
experience this approach for themselves on Math Night, November 30, when we will work together to 
solve some Breakout Box math challenges. 

We continue to integrate the arts with our science curriculum. We’re so proud of our third—
fifth grade students who won the Grand Prize at the County Fair for their spiral book on the life of a 
leaf. These students have been working hard with visiting drama teacher Paul Fisher to extend their 
knowledge of photosynthesis into an original drama production called Exchangers: Inside the Leaf, 
which they performed for the community on November 2nd. Sixth—eighth grade students have been 
fortunate to have agriculture class this year with Moiria White, and we have been working closely to 
integrate the ag and science curriculum. We are looking forward to our annual field trip to the Phoenix 
Zoo Night Camp to reinforce science lessons on ecosystems and other topics. 

 

Vicki 

Marvick 

Students rehearse 

their play on pho-

tosynthesis under 

the direction of 

visiting drama 

artist Paul Fisher.  

Two students 

work together 

to solve a 

math lab 

problem.  

Want to know more about the Ash Creek 

approach to math learning? Join us 

on November 30th at 6:30 pm for a fun 

and exciting math experience. We will be 

solving Breakout Box math puzzles, using 

critical thinking, collaboration, creativity, 

and communication! Everyone is wel-

come, students and adults.  



 

Middle School Classroom News 
 
Every quarter of every school year presents challenges, yields accomplishments, and often 

leaves some leisure time for field trips. So far, this year is no different. 

The language arts program for 3rd through 8th grades consists of many related parts.  There is 

reading; reading textbooks, library books, reading various assignments for classwork. Also 

included in language arts are spelling, grammar, and listening and speaking.  Considering the 

immenseness of this task, one can imagine that the classes keep quite busy 

In language arts, there has been significant progress. The student’s reading abilities have 

improved, their spelling and recognition of word meanings has increased, and the students are 

better acquainted with grammar and sentence structure. 

The whole school has taken two event filled field trips; one to Bisbee to visit the Bisbee 

Mining and Historical Museum which was very absorbing with so many displays to offer. After 

the museum tour, the teachers and students were invited to the Cochise County 

Superintendent’s Office for lunch and a tour of the facility.  The second field trip was to visit 

Apple Annies in Willcox. Not only did we learn something about apple growing, we were taken 

into the orchard and allowed to sample the apples. So that both our curiosity and our hunger 

were satisfied. 

This first quarter has been challenging and rewarding, and though the holidays are right the 

corner, we will continue our academic endeavors with the addition of play rehearsals and 

presentations. 

 

Bruce Ettleson 

 



Art 
 

To start off the year, all students were studying some aspect of maps and map-reading for Social Studies.  

Thus our compass rose art projects for all levels. The second grade through fifth grade created beautiful 

“compass rose windows” that look like stained glass when one holds them up to the light, and the sixth- 

through eighth-graders each designed their own unique compass rose using the medium of their choice. 

As the quarter progressed, the third through fifth grades studied photosynthesis and why leaves change 

color in the fall, and together they created an amazing joint project called "The Life of a Leaf." Their spiral 

book detailing the photosynthesis process used real leaves at various stages, watercolor, and colored pencil, 

and won a first place ribbon and Best of Show at the Cochise County Fair. 

Other fair prizes include: 

The 2nd graders "Compass Rose "stained glass" windows won a 2nd place ribbon. 

The 6th-8th individual projects: 

Chase "A world of Possibilities" computer art--1st place 

Lexie "Dream Catcher Compass Rose" (soap-bubble water color on wood)--3rd place 

Shyanne "Eclipse Compass Rose" (Scratchboard and ink)--3rd place 

Serena "Seasons Compass Rose" (Colored Pencil & Ink on Canvas)--3rd place 

Angela "Alicorn Compass Rose" (Graphite on paper)--3rd place 

We are looking forward to next quarter when we will continue exploring and expressing various subject 

matter through Art! 

 

Mrs. Diana Hamberger 

Kevin showing 

the 3-5 grade, 

First place, 

Best of Show, 

winning  

County Fair art 

exhibit 

Isaac and 

Izabella 

Showing 

their  

County  

Fair art  

exhibit 



In The Kitchen with Mrs. Shiver 
 

Ash creek has added cooking to the integrated arts curriculum this year and the students are very enthusias-

tic.  Each class prepares age appropriate food during their class and then shares it with the whole student body, 

either that day or the next day at lunch.  They are learning the different 

aspects of mathematics that go hand in hand with cooking.   

The sixth through eighth graders first attempt at granola bars turned 

out to be more granola than bars, but the taste was great and things like 

that happen in kitchens sometimes.  However, the spider deviled eggs for 

Halloween were a rousing success.   

The third through fifth graders made no bake energy bites that we 

packed in our lunches for the Apple Annie’s field trip.  Everyone, includ-

ing the staff, loved them so they may become a staple in sack lunches and 

field trips. 

Mrs. Hamberger’s small fries are really enjoying their time in the kitchen.  So 

far they have only made butterscotch pudding and apple ladybugs for themselves.  

November will have them making a surprise dessert for the whole school. 

With the season of cooking upon us, I am looking forward to the classes mak-

ing holiday themed foods that they can enjoy in addition to their usual lunches.  

And the sixth through eighth graders will be baking up some goodies for a bake 

sale fundraiser at Sandy’s restaurant on November 18th. 

Ash Creek Agventure 

 

I started out the school year not really knowing what 

to expect in my Agriculture class at Ash Creek Elemen-

tary. Well, the year has been great so far! The staff has 

been welcoming and accommodating. They have made 

me feel like one of the family! I am always impressed 

at how excited and dedicated the students are in my 

class. 

In early September we had our first field trip! We 

attended Riggs Field Day, a range science contest host-

ed by our local Natural Resource Conservation District. 

The students were able to apply what they had been 

learning in my class and also what they were learning in 

their Science class as well. The kids had a great time! 

And so did I! 

The kids participated in the Agriculture scavenger 

hunt at fair and went to Apple Annie’s to pick apples! 

Our students are really starting to see how important 

agriculture is in our county as well as our world! 

Each time I am with this group of students I am remind-

ed how important our youth is to the future of agricul-

ture. Here at Ash Creek we are blessed with an awe-

some group of kids! 

 
Until next time, 
Moiria White 

Above: Making Butter-Scotch Pudding 

Second grade class created Halloween spider deviled eggs 



Notes From the Reading Room 
 

 

There have been many cool changes at our library of late but, there are still more to come!  

The excitement right now for both school and public library patrons is that The Cochise County Library 

District is launching a new online catalog and URL on November 6th.  Library patrons will have easier access 

to Cochise County’s online catalog, thanks to an updated system and more user-friendly website.  

The catalog is part of a larger effort to improve customer service and make it easier for residents to access 

library resources via the newly named cochiselibrary.org. The new web address is up and running, but the old 

one will continue to work for several months to allow for a smooth transition.  

 "The Cochise County Library District’s existing online catalog, iBistro, has been a workhorse for well over 

a decade,” explained Library Director Amadee Ricketts. “It is reliable, but has very limited capabilities.”  

 The new library catalog, Enterprise, is made by the same vendor that supplies iBistro (SirsiDynix), but of-

fers much better search functions because it was designed 

more recently.  

Enterprise allows users to search the collection from any 

library webpage, including the customized landing pages for 

individual libraries.  Search results include cover images, 

useful ways to refine results, and new options for saving and 

sharing lists of items.  Users can select the items that interest 

them and then place holds, email the list to themselves, or 

even send it by text message.  

 “While Enterprise is a much better product than iBistro, 

making the change has not meant additional cost to the Li-

brary District,” Ricketts added. “When the vendor announced 

changes to its catalog product line in early 2017, the Library 

District negotiated the move to Enterprise under its existing 

service contract.”  

 Beginning November 6, users will see the Enterprise library catalog when they visit the Cochise County 

Library District website (cochiselibrary.org) or log on to a computer at any of the twelve public libraries in Co-

chise County.  The old catalog will remain available under a “Classic Catalog” link.  

 “The new library catalog is a big step forward for us,” said Ricketts.  “We have worked closely with the 

member libraries and user groups to make sure we got it right, and we are very excited to share it with the pub-

lic.”  

Anyone with questions or comments is welcome to contact Cochise County Library District Director 

Amadee Ricketts (aricketts@cochise.az.gov / 520-432-8935).   

Another exciting development at the Alice Woods/Sunizona Library was made possible by Riverview LLP, 

Coronado Dairy, in Willcox. They have presented us with a gen-

erous grant that will enable us to replace all our old handmade 

shelving with new, adjustable, metal shelving. We are very grate-

ful for this community minded effort on their part. No date has 

been set yet for the shelving to be installed but we will have an 

open house when they are so everyone can come and admire 

them.  

Finally, stay tuned next semester for a fun student reading 

challenge that will involve Mrs. Shepard and a cow.  

  

Marian Baker Gierlach,  

Ash Creek School Librarian  

Cochise County Library Branch Manager 

Alice Woods Library 
 

Public library hours are: 

Tuesday    2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Wednesday  9:30 am – 11:30 am 

Thursday  9:00 am – 11:30 am 

Friday  11:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Saturday  9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

“The more you read the more things 

you will know. The more that you learn 

the more places you’ll go.” 

-Dr. Seuss 

https://mail.cochise.az.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=9tfxrBw1sxwD1ghgXjWgJeN9ZUackdLLmm4bqusaZO3SnUcBnyTVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cochiselibrary.org
https://mail.cochise.az.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=T5u5iUn-uawLZvIswXMi3B_ZYgBbgHYScJjvXclo_gXSnUcBnyTVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fcochiselibrary.org
https://mail.cochise.az.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=76sGDbZsh5qK95fQT9BM61SIKLDxZA7jj6_CCXMXq4rSnUcBnyTVCA..&URL=mailto%3aaricketts%40cochise.az.gov
tel:(520)%20432-8935


 

News From the School Board 

 
 

Introducing our New Board Member Pat Hill 
 by Board President Vicki Brand 

 

Pat Hill and her family moved here to our community from Show Low, AZ in 1975.  Her 

children attended school in Elfrida and graduated from Valley Union High. She and her hus-

band decided to buy and build up Chiricahua Building Supply on Highway 191 so local fami-

lies, ranchers and farmers would have a place to buy the things they needed closer to home. She 

and her husband eventually sold the business and now they operate the Chiricahua Rock and 

Sand and is working to grow that business. She always has her “nose to the grindstone” and ob-

viously loves working. 

 

Pat is proud of the fact that Ash Creek School looks so nice and well maintained when you 

drive by. She feels it really contributes to the community.  She likes the fact it is a small school. 

She really feels that Ash Creek School has become very child and family centered under direc-

tion of the new Administrator Sue Shepard. She really feels Mrs. Shepard has the best interest 

of the children in mind in all she does. 

 

Mrs. Hill has learned so much being on the Board. She enjoys being able to share with au-

thority what she has learned with parents, grandparents, and others in the community.  She finds 

people are surprised that the Board and the Administrator are somewhat limited on the changes 

they can make as Federal and State laws control much. She also likes to share about the new 

Parent Math nights with parents who are struggling with helping their children with the new 

math standards homework. 

 

Ash Creek School is fortunate to have Pat Hill on our Board watching out for the staff and 

children of the school. If you are interested in being on the Board, we still need one more mem-

ber. Contact Principal Sue Shepard for information.  

The Sunizona - Ash Creek  

Community Association is having 

a Turkey Dinner on Tuesday  

November 14, 2017 from 5 to 7 

pm at the Association Hall behind 

Mustang Mall.  Adults $8.00. 

Children 10 and under $4.00.  

There will be door prizes and a 

raffle.   

Any questions call 520-429-5580 

The Sunizona - Ash Creek  

Community Association is having 

a Ham Dinner on Tuesday Decem-

ber 12, 2017 from 6 to 7 pm at the  

Association Hall behind Mustang 

Mall.  Adults $6.00. Children 10 

and under $4.00.  At 7 pm the kids 

from Ash Creek School will be 

there to entertain us with a  

Christmas Program.  Please come 

and join the fun!   

Any questions call 520-429-5580 



Home of the Mustangs 
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