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Principal’s Desk  

“Success Starts Here” 

  

I can’t believe we’ve already into the third quarter. This year is going quickly. The students have been 

engaged in classroom studies and bringing up their grades.   

 The students had a wonderful time at night camp at the Phoenix Zoo. Cochise County School 

Superintendent, Jacqui Clay spent the night enjoying time with the students and all the activities.  

Thanks to Pat Hill and Catherine Gaeb for the Christmas bags for the students. The students really enjoyed 

getting them. Also thanks to The Sunizona Association for the cash donation and the bags for the students after 

the performance. Looking forward to the students performing again at The Association on February 6th  

 Please come join us on Thursday January 25, 2018 6:30 -10:00pm. Enjoy a good old-fashioned game night. 

It’s so much fun to get together with family and friends and laugh the night away. Popcorn, hot chocolate, and 

coffee will be provided. Students MUST be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  

Tutoring is every Tuesday and Wednesday from 4:15pm - 5:15pm. Intersession is held March 5-8, 2018, 

this gives the students that need extra help to achieve the chance for 3 hours of intensive reading and math. 

8:30am - 11:30am Math, 11:30am - 12:00pm Lunch, and 12:00pm - 3:00pm Reading. 

This year, the window for AzMerit assessments for grades 3-8 is April 2nd – April 10th. Ash Creek 

Elementary will be testing Tuesday April 3rd – Thursday April 5th. Please make sure on the days of testing your 

child gets a good night's sleep and eats a healthy breakfast as with any normal school day. AIMS science for 

4th and 8th grade will be Monday March 26th –Thursday March 29th. 

Kindergarten Round-up:  

Pre-registration for students entering kindergarten in the 2018-19 school year will be held on May 7th from 

9:00am-11:00am and 1:00pm-3:00pm. For admission to kindergarten, children must be five (5) years of age 

prior to September 1 of the current school year. For more information please call the school office.  

Thanks to Mustang Mall for donating the sausage for the National School choice Breakfast. and to Caroline 

Tolby for the syrup and pancake mix. Thanks for supporting our school and National School Choice Week. 

Ash Creek Elementary School District 53 is excited to announce that our students, teachers, and staff will 

be celebrating National School Choice Week 2018, (January 21-27), with a special celebration. 

This Pancake Breakfast will be held on Thursday, January 25, 2018 from 9:00 to 10:30 am in the gym. A 

student presentation of song and dance will accompany posters decorating the gym, in addition to a pancake 

and sausage breakfast.  

National School Choice Week is a non-partisan, non-political effort that raises awareness about the 

importance of effective education options for students.  This event commemorates National School Choice 

Week 2018, which is America’s largest annual celebration of opportunity in education. Choice in education 

means better outcomes for families. If you would like to see what Ash Creek Elementary School has to offer 

your children, we invite you to join us. 

 

Sincerely,  

Sue Shepard, Principal 520-824-3340 



Announcements: 

 
 2017 tax donations can be made until April 15, 2018.  

 Drop off reminder: Please remember that students go to class at 8:30am the cafeteria opens at 8:15am. 

Please do not drop off your students before 8:15am 

 Absences: parents/guardians are required to call the office (520-824-3340) prior to 9am on the day your 

child is absent. 

 Principal/Parent/Teacher conferences are on Thursday February 22, 2018, please look for the paperwork on 

your scheduled time. 

 Our School: Is student centered, with guidance from school personnel and community. Has a friendly, safe 

atmosphere that creates respect for self and others. Inspires literacy and builds strong minds. 

 Please be sure to check our website for more information at ashcreekschool.wordpress.com  

 

Western Heritage Schools Outreach Program writes: Each year the 

Western Heritage Schools Outreach Program volunteers have the oppor-

tunity to nominate one educator who has facilitated our outreach to the 

schools, who exemplifies the qualities of a true mentor to his/her students, 

and who has gone above and beyond to support their students. Congratula-

tions, to Sue Shepard who was voted as the Cochise Cowboy Poetry and 

Music Gathering’s Educator of the Year by the WHSOP volunteers. She 

will be recognized at the Gathering on Sunday February 4th at 1:00pm at 

Buena HS. 

Congratulations also to Chase O’Neil for Honorable Mention for his 

poem “Cowboy Jack”.  Chase will have his poem and photograph pub-

lished in our annual Saddlebag of  Poems, and Chase will recite his poem 

on Saturday, February 3rd, 2018 at Buena HS in the entertainment pod, 

at 11:00am. 

 

Students Point of View: 

 
 

2nd Graders 



Kinder - Second Grade News 
 

 

 

The fall quarter saw lots of positive moves for the second grade. We dug into our new litera-

cy program called “The Writing Road to Reading” and the students have enthusiastically partic-

ipated in learning phonograms, writing sight words, looking them up in the dictionary by using 

their alphabetizing skills, and decoding their reading passages.  They are learning to spot nouns, 

verbs, and adjectives, and they are working on identifying and using pronouns and adverbs. We 

also read and discuss good children’s literature and discuss the characteristics of narratives and 

informative writing. They have learned to identify “author’s purpose” as well as plot, charac-

ters, and setting. All of them are progressing rapidly in their reading and comprehension skills.  

In math we focused on subtraction with borrowing and learned a helpful mnemonic: BBB—

If it’s bigger on the bottom you borrow. We also 

worked on expanded notation, addition with car-

ry, and even delved into fractions and multiplica-

tion a little. The students are very excited to be 

working on these concepts. As one student put it, 

“I love Ash Creek because we do math. Even if 

sometimes I struggle.” 

For Social Studies, our unit has been on the colo-

nies and beginnings of our country, including 

how and why the constitution was written. We 

talked about how laws in our country help keep 

us safe, just as rules in the classroom keep us 

safe and peaceful. A very smart second grader 

defined it this way: “We need ground rules so 

there won’t be chaos.” We are composing “We 

the Kids,” a classroom constitution. 

Our Christmas performance included several 

songs that were somewhat difficult to learn, but 

the second grade students 

worked hard to learn their 

parts, and sang beautifully at 

both the association perfor-

mance and the one we held at 

the school. Their favorite parts 

of the performance were the 

Peace on Earth song, and the 

skit called The Amazing 

Christmas Enlarging Machine, 

which got some good laughs 

from the audience.  

 

Diana Hamberger 

Elissa, working on:  

The Writing Road to Reading  

Bella, “We need ground rules so 

there won’t be chaos.”  

Kendra, “I love Ash Creek because we 

do math. Even if sometimes I struggle.” 

Isaac, working on a math puzzle. 



Third - Fifth Grade Classroom News 
 

With the new year, math and science students are continuing some old projects and beginning some new ones. One 

of our continuing projects is Math Night, where students, families, and Ash Creek staff get together in the evening to 

solve Breakout Box puzzles. These puzzles are a team effort; everyone who attends has a part to play as the group 

organizes itself to solve a series of thorny math and logic problems, and ultimately unlock the Breakout Box. We’ve 

had two of these nights, and both the adults and the students really enjoyed them. Our attendance at the second night 

grew to the point that we needed two Breakout Box puzzles, one for 2-5th graders and one for 6-8th graders. Seeing 

adults enjoy these math activities, and playing an important part in solving the puzzle, is tremendously valuable for 

students and just plain fun for everybody. Math students in 6-8th grade have begun creating Breakout Box puzzles for 

other students to solve, something that requires a great deal of focus and attention to detail and provides invaluable 

experience in reasoning and logic. 

Students have had some exciting science experiences as well. In December, we traveled to the Phoenix Zoo for our 

annual Night Camp experience. Students love the adventure of camping overnight inside the zoo, and getting to learn 

about animal adaptations and ecosystems by observing actual animals, especially nocturnal animals. Also, in 

collaboration with our Ag teacher Moira White, 6-8th grade students have begun a straw bale vegetable garden on the 

east side of campus. They have designed a series of controlled 

experiments involving the garden, and straw bale 

conditioning and growing seedling starts begin next 

week. We expect the garden to receive even more 

attention this 

spring as the 

weather 

warms, 

becoming an 

outdoor 

classroom 

for all our 

students, and thank 

Riverview Dairy 

for their support of 

this project and our 

school. 

 

Vicki Marvick 

Want to know more about the Ash Creek 

approach to math learning? Join us 

on March 22nd at 6:30 pm for a fun and 

exciting math experience. We will be solv-

ing Breakout Box math puzzles, using crit-

ical thinking, collaboration, creativity, and 

communication! Everyone is welcome, 

students and adults.  

6th-8th graders use the UV flashlight to see a se-
cret message while solving a Breakout Box puzzle.  

 A large group of adults and students solved two different Breakout Box puzzles 
on Math Night earlier this month. Both groups succeeded in breaking out!  

3rd-5th graders rehearse their play on photosynthesis under the 
direction of Paul Fisher during a drama residency in November.  

 Izabella Rubio describes her observations on chang-
es in the worm box to her classmates during a 
hands-on science lab on decomposers for 2nd-5th 
grade. These earthworms will become an important 
part of our vegetable garden later in the year. 



 

Middle School Classroom News 
 
The 2017 semester of this school year has come and gone, but memories of what we did and 

what we accomplished have not faded.  Everything the students participate in is integrally 

related to gaining knowledge; knowledge of the structure of English and the understanding of 

literature, creating plays for the theater, interfacing with the public, field trips, and adopting the 

ideals of good citizenship. 

 

Last semester, both the 3-5 class and the 6-8 class, did a great deal of writing.  The younger 

class mostly responded to single prompts. Such as, ‘ sequentially describe a rain storm from it’s 

beginning to it’s end’ or ‘ what caused the storm and what were it’s effects.’  In contrast, the 

intermediate class, not only responded to daily writing prompts, but was required to complete 

thorough outlines when writing 200-300 word essays.  The writings revolved around theme 

structure such as ‘cause and effect,’ ‘problem/solution,’ or ‘chronology,’ etc. 

 

The intermediate class presented a play entitled “ The Second Black Plague; The Great 

Mortality”based on the actual events that took place during the 1300’s.  Under the direction of 

Paul Fisher, the play was written, rehearsed, and presented.  The play was poignant and 

entertaining-yay, Mr. Fisher. 

 

The 6-8 grade class has gone on field trips, has had 

bake sales, and has participated in community events 

related to the school,  all of which have helped expose 

them to the adult public and foster good citizenship. 

 

Bruce Ettleson 

Students working on reading assignment 

Students working on Compass Rose art 



Art Room 
 

The second Quarter art program had each class going in a different direction.  

All of the students spent a few intensive weeks-- under the direction of Resident Artist Mr. Paul Fisher-- 

practicing for our drama performance. The second grade class put on a play about the life of John Chapman—

the real name of Johnny Appleseed; the 3rd-5th performed a drama about photosynthesis that was full of 

information and humor. 

The middle-school students 

also worked intensely with 

Mr. Fisher, and produced a 

very educational, funny, 

and at times, somewhat 

disturbing, play called The 

Second Black Death. It was 

so filled with facts and 

specifics that the audience 

expressed amazement that 

they were able to insert 

humor into the mix. 

For visual art, the K-2 students created artwork base on the story of Johnny Appleseed. They, along with 

the 3rd-5th students , also learned about snowflakes, how they are formed, and had a few sessions making 

beautiful snowflake designs to hang around the room and on our Christmas tree in the gym.  

The 6th -8th class worked on a unit called “Who are you?” in which they explored different aspects of their 

personality, interests, and academics. They chose song lyrics, clipped photos from magazines and newspapers, 

created artwork, and generated “Wordles” (word collages). They have been very intentional in their work, and 

have all produced interesting and very personalized collages based on this exploration. 

 

Mrs. Diana Hamberger 

Ash Creek AGventure 

 

Our agricultural students enjoyed a field trip to Coronado dairy where they learned all about milk produc-

tion and cattle care. They also enjoyed getting to see where Mrs. Moiria works when she is not at the school! 

We have begun intensive planning for our garden area. 

We are starting with straw bale gardening. The students will 

be conducting a variety of experiments using the scientific 

method. The students are excited to get planting! 

Until next time, 

Moiria White 
AGventure Students visiting Coronado Dairy 



In The Kitchen with Mrs. Shiver 
 

The end of the year had Mrs. Hamberger’s small fries making fro-

zen banana treats for dessert one November day.  The students rolled 

them in strawberry yogurt and then in chopped peanuts.  Rice Krispie 

treats in December were cut into the shape of snowflakes and the sec-

ond graders’ artistic skills were impressive.  They learned how to use 

different decorating tips with the frosting and they were naturals.  

The finished snowflakes looked like Christmas ornaments but we ate 

them instead of hanging them on the tree. 

The trip to Apple Annie’s, where we sampled their apple bread, 

inspired Ms. Marvick’s class to try their hand at baking apple bread.  

As Apple Annie’s won’t share their recipe, we found a similar one 

and they made muffins for the school’s breakfast in November.  December had them making an Everything-

But-The-Kitchen-Sink-Carrot Cake to help the cook celebrate her birthday.  It was chock full of pineapple, 

cranberries, coconut, pecans, applesauce, and of course, carrots.  They are becoming quite proficient at whisk-

ing, cracking eggs, and measuring correctly. 

November found Mr. Ettleson’s class combining cooked yams and 

jam, (we chose marmalade), to make some tasty muffins to accompany 

lunch one day.  The end of the year seems to bring out all things 

pumpkin and we here at Ash Creek were no different.  The class made 

mini loaves of Pumpkin Raisin Bread with pecans to accompany lunch 

one day.  The students have learned how to convert ounces to cups and 

back again.  They are mastering measuring equivalents and the neces-

sary abbreviations needed to correctly read a recipe.  Given recipes in 

different formats, the students are learning how to cook using a variety 

of instructions while still incorporating the basic cooking guidelines. 

Board Room News 

 

Ash Creek welcomes a new School Board member, Carolyne Mas to our team! 

 

Carolyne and her family have been residents of Pearce since 2010, and her son Gabriel graduated from Ash 

Creek Elementary School in 2017. Originally from New York, she worked for nearly forty years in the music 

industry as a singer-songwriter, recording several albums which have been released world-wide. She has been 

a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP) since 1979, and has 

shared the stage with acts such as Bruce Springsteen and Jerry Sein-

feld. 

Carolyne is currently pursuing a BS in Integrative Health from 

Arizona State University, where she is an honor student. She is a 

member of the Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society, the 

National Society of Collegiate Scholars, and the ASU chapter of the 

Golden Key International Honour Society. Upon graduation, she 

hopes to use her degree to make a positive impact on the communi-

ty. 

It is very exciting for Carolyne and her family that she has been 

chosen to become a member of the Ash Creek school board, and she 

is honored to have the opportunity to serve the community that she 

and her family so dearly loves. 

Alice Woods Library 
 

Public library hours are: 

Tuesday    2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Wednesday  9:30 am – 11:30 am 

Thursday  9:00 am – 11:30 am 

Friday  11:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Saturday  9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

“The more you read the more things 

you will know. The more that you learn 

the more places you’ll go.” 

-Dr. Seuss 

2nd Graders Creating Rice Krispie snowflakes 

Middleschoolers baking mini-pumpkin-raisin bread 
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