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Principal’s Desk  

“Success Starts Here” 

 Ash Creek Makes the Grade! 

Arizona Schools A-F Letter Grade 

 A 

The Arizona Department of Education (ADE) on Friday October 5, 2018 released the performance results from the 

Fall 2017 and Spring 2018 administrations of the AzMERIT statewide assessment. All students in third-eighth grade are 

required to take the test. The grading system measures year to year academic growth, proficiency in English language 

arts, math and science. I am proud to announce Ash Creek Elementary received a letter grade of A. I am very proud of 

the hard work that had gone into educating our students.  Success Does Start Here! 
Greeting Ash Creek families and friends: 

We are off to a great start for to the 2018/2019 school year, so many amazing things happening. First I would like to 

welcome our new Kindergarten-2nd grade teacher Yvette Tracy to our team. She has 20 years of teaching experience and 

comes highly recommended.  

Again this year we have the Ag program for students in 6-8 grade thanks to Moiria White, with Riverview LLP at the 

Coronado Site in Kansas Settlement. The 8th grade students have already competed in the 2018 Riggs Field Day Range, 

Wildlife and Soils competitions. Thanks also to Riverview our green house is up and getting ready for fall planting. The 

team from Coronado has also helped keep up the grounds. Thanks to all of you for the hard work.  

The students now can enjoy fruits and vegetables during lunch from the school salad bar.  

When children are offered multiple fruit and vegetable choices, 

children respond by trying new items, incorporating greater variety into 

their diets, and increasing their daily consumption of fruits and vegetables. 

The salad bar is also a great way for us to utilize the school garden 

vegetables and let kids taste what they’ve grown. This also educates 

children on what fresh grown foods look like when served in the raw state.  

We have received a grant for a Hydration Station here at the school, 

thanks to The University of Arizona Cooperative Extension, funded by the 

Legacy Foundation of Southeastern Arizona through the building Healthy 

Communities Project with UACE.  Staying hydrated is one of the most 

important ways to stay healthy. If you’re going to succeed at school you’re 

going to need to stay alert throughout the day. Water helps expand blood 

vessels and supplies oxygen to the brain. If you stay hydrated, you can see your energy, memory, and cognitive abilities 

improve. Your performance at school or during an exam may also improve.  

Thanks to the Phoenix Zoo again this year we have been awarded with the grant to attend night camp for the students. 

This is always a fun filled learning experience for the students.  

Paul Fisher our drama instructor has received a grant and will be coming to Ash Creek again this year. We always 

look forward to working with Mr. Fisher. So mark your calendars the performance and potluck will be Thursday October 

11, 2018 at 6:30pm. You don’t want to miss it. 

 

 Sincerely,  

Sue Shepard,  

Principal 520-824-3340 



Principal’s Desk Continued  

 

Pickleball Comes to Ash Creek Elementary 

 
Thanks to Paul and Judy Leiker of the Mustang Mall who donated the equipment. Pickleball is a fun sport 

for all ages that combines elements of Tennis, Badminton and Ping-pong and can be played both indoors and 

outdoors. Judy Leiker along with her team of volunteers Linda Gorton, Marsha Christenson, Katie and Rick 

Skaar came to the school and showed the fifth-eighth graders the 

sport. The students were very excited and are looking forward to 

start playing. Thanks for supporting our school! 

 

Congratulations to all the students of Ash Creek  

 for a great job on the fair projects  

 
Kindergarten Best of Show-The Little BusThat Could 

Third-Fifth Grade 2nd Place The Little Classroom That Could 

Sixth-Eighth Grade 1st Place The Little School That Could 

  

Fire prevention week in October 7-13, the Sunsites-Pearce Fire 

District will be at the school on October 10th to do a presentation 

with the students. They will learn efforts to prevent fires, but also 

educate then on what to do in the event of a fire. Do you have a 

home fire escape plan and a meeting place? Are your smoke      

detectors working? This is a good time to put a plan together and 

check your smoke detector. 

Fall break is October 15-18. School resumes on October 22, 

2018 

On October 25, 2018 at 6:30 we will be having a Healthy     

potluck, this healthy eating goes along with our Wellness Plan. It’s 

a challenge to get your family to eat healthy so please come join 

us, bring your recipe for the healthy dish you bring. 
It’s also that time of year again for Cowboy Poetry. Eileen 

Ahearn with the Western Heritage Schools Outreach Program 

presentation for the third-eighth grade classes about poetry and the 

cowboy way. The theme this year is “Around the Campfire”.     

Students will be writing and submitting poems.  

 

Other upcoming events: 

November 1st Math Night 6:30-8:00 

November 8th Veterans Day Lunch 12:00-1:00 All Veterans are 

invited. Please RSVP by Nov. 5th  520-824-3340 

 

For more information please check out our website: 

http://ashcreekschool.wordpress.com 

 

http://ashcreekschool.wordpress.com/


Kinder News 
 

 

As the new school year kicked off, so did the new kindergarteners. They jumped in with both 

feet and hit the floor running. They quickly picked up the school routines and set off to gain new 

and exciting knowledge.  

In reading and writing, they are learning letters, sounds, sight words, rhymes, retelling sto-

ries, what is fiction and non-fiction, and how to read and write. In Math they are learning colors, 

shapes, numbers, patterns, days, months, and skip counting. In science they are learning the five 

senses, living and non-living; and how plants and animals grow up to look like their parents. In 

social studies they are learning the Pledge of Allegiance, The National Anthem, The Constitu-

tion, how we are alike and different, maps, globes; and how explorers traveled the world and 

found new and excited places, plants, and animals. In health they are learning how important 

sleep is, what healthy food is, how to have a healthy mind and body; and how to wash our hands 

properly. In P.E. they are learning rules and safety, procedures, locomotor skills, and balance. In 

technology they are learning how to stay safe on the internet, how to use a mouse, and how to 

use different sites to help learn letters and numbers.  

They have been having lots of fun in art 

class. They are almost done with their county 

fair project, which will be entered into the 

county fair this week. We would love for you 

to come out and see our great work at the 

county fair this weekend.  

The kids have truly enjoyed all the nature 

on the campus. They have been playing with 

cicadas and raising caterpillars which turned 

into moths. They enjoyed seeing the caterpil-

lars eat the weeds and then change into a 

chrysalis. Then having the opportunity to see 

them change into moths was very exciting. 

The students loved letting the moths go and 

watching them fly away.  

School is rolling right along down in the   

K-2 classroom. We can’t wait to see what fall 

brings us with a trip to the county fair and to 

Apple Annie’s.  

 

Mrs. Tracy 



Third - Fifth Grade Classroom News 
 

 

With the new school year well underway now, Ash Creek math and science students are involved in an 

array of exciting learning projects. 

Third-fifth grade students are hard at work on their county fair project: The Little Class That Could. This 

project combines a character development theme with a gardening theme, as students create self-portraits of 

their unique strengths and opportunities. If you stop by the fair this year, be sure to check out our exhibits. 

Butterflies and moths are emerging in the new science room. Students collected caterpillars on campus 

and at home, and we have watched them go through each stage of their life cycle, providing a living science 

exhibit for curious students. 

Sixth -eighth grade students have been 

developing their Agriculture knowledge 

with Moiria White, and planning for our 

renovated school garden. The garden not 

only contains outdoor raised beds, but a 

greenhouse. Students will begin raising 

transplants for the garden beds this week. 

We’re grateful to our friends at Riverview 

Dairy for collaborating with us on this 

project. 

Our math students from grades five 

through eight have been enjoying our new 

MidSchoolMath program, one of the most 

effective math programs in the country. As 

well as challenging lessons for every math 

standard, the program includes immersive 

learning games that integrate social studies 

standards with real-life math dilemmas. 

Students can meet each other online within 

the game and collaborate to solve 

problems, or can work on their own. 

These games are not only fun, but 

develop the kind of rigorous math 

thinking that we want to see in our 

students. 

Our drama artist Mr. Fisher arrives 

today, and third-fifth graders will be 

creating a play about dinosaurs and 

mass extinctions. Everyone is invited 

to the culminating performance and 

potluck on October 11th. We hope to 

see you there! 

 

Vicki Marvick 

 

Caption: Third-fifth grade students get ready to release a swallowtail butterfly. 

Caption: Third-fifth students hold self-portraits made 

of garden seeds, part of their County Fair project. 



 

Middle School Classroom News 
 
The first quarter in the middle school classroom has been a whirlwind of educational 

activities, from identifying theme and the parts of a narrative or informative text, to geography 

and history, where each student has been studying a country (6-8) or a state (3-5) and then 

preparing written and oral presentations on their findings.  The 6-8 are exploring ancient 

civilizations, from Mesopotamia and Egypt, to China and India.  From this they will glean 

information and interesting facts to 

use in the drama productions they will 

develop with resident artist, Mr. Paul 

Fisher.  

 

All students have been busily 

construction their fair projects for the 

County fair. The theme this year is 

“The Little Fair that Could,” and each 

class has developed a spin-off of that 

theme to guide their artistic creations.   

 

Each year in the spring, the Renaissance Festival is 

held in Florence, Arizona.  It is a wonderful 

opportunity for the students to learn about the 

history, customs, food, and scientific innovations 

that were prevalent during that time period. This 

year, as in the past, we will use this opportunity to 

learn about the Renaissance both before the festival 

and when we visit it.  We have several upcoming 

events to raise money to pay for this 

educational trip. Our first fundraiser, a 

carwash at Mustang Mall, was a big success 

and a lot of fun, too.  Thank you to all who 

supported us, especially the Mustang Mall! 

 

Mrs. Hamberger 



 

As most of you know, Ash Creek School is the only area school fortunate enough to have a school library 

that is also a full service county branch library. With another school year off to a great start, our school library 

program is under way as well. 

All students come to the library with their class once a week and check out books to supplement classroom 

curriculum and to read for enjoyment and book reports. Please help your students establish a place at home 

where they can keep library books safe and accessible from week to week. It would also help if you could give 

your students a reminder to bring books back on the day their class uses the library. Mrs. Tracy’s class comes 

in on Tuesday. Mrs. Hamberger’s and Ms. Marvick’s classes both come on Wednesday. In recent weeks the 

students have been checking out lots of books to research the topics they will be working on with Mr. Fisher 

relative to their October 11th performances. I hope everyone is as excited as I am to see the results of their 

efforts! 

The students have also been flexing their reading muscles in preparation for this year’s reading challenge. 

Stay tuned to find out what Mrs. Shepard will be called upon to do this year if the students meet their reading 

goals again. I’m sure most of you recall that last year she was a very good sport and kissed a cow.  

On October 25th Ash Creek will be hosting a Healthy Foods Potluck. If you need inspiration for a healthy 

dish to bring, the library has a great selection of healthy food cookbooks you can check out. And, the library 

will be open after dinner that evening so anyone who has not yet seen our new shelving, donated by Riverview 

Coronado Dairy, may come in and 

take a look.  

It’s shaping up to be another great 

year for the school and the library. 

Come in and take advantage of all the 

wonderful resources our library has to 

offer.  And, please remember: 

Read with your children every day, 

consistency is more important than the 

actual amount of time you spend. 

Make reading time a fun and 

special time to be together. 

Find age appropriate reading 

materials that are of interest to your 

child. 

Follow your child’s lead if he has 

his own ideas for reading together. 

Ask your child questions about the 

story or ask her to retell it in her own 

words. 

Let your child see you reading for pleasure. 

Visit your local library often 
 

Marian Baker Gierlach  

Ash Creek School Librarian 

Cochise County Library Branch Manager / 

520-824-3145 
 

Alice Woods Library 
 

Public library hours are: 

Tuesday    2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Wednesday  9:30 am – 11:30 am 

Thursday  9:00 am – 11:30 am 

Friday  11:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Saturday  9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

“The more you read the more things 

you will know. The more that you learn 

the more places you’ll go.” 

-Dr. Seuss 

Library News 



In The Kitchen with Mrs. Shiver 
 

 

We started off the 2018-19 school year with some exciting new changes to the cafeteria.  Principal Sue Shepard ac-

quired a salad bar for the cafeteria and it has proven to be a hit.  The students get their regular hot lunch, and are then 

able to help themselves to a customized salad that they build for themselves.  Over half of the students, including kinder-

garteners, enjoy a salad every day with lunch.  And not always the same students!  We have also replaced the canned 

fruit we serve at both breakfast and lunch with fresh fruit.  Kiwi fruit, it turns out, is surprisingly popular. 

On September 6th we had our annual Grandparents Day lunch and were pleased to host an additional 19 grandparents 

who came out to support their grandchildren and Ash Creek Elementary.  We had a basic cheeseburger, green bean 

lunch, but the debut of the salad bar made for a lively gathering.  The salad bar is designed height wise for elementary 

students, but we heard no complaints from the visitors for having to bend down to assemble their salad.  We extended 

lunch to an hour that day to give all the visitors a chance to visit their grandchildren’s’ classrooms and see the remarka-

ble changes wrought by our teachers over the summer.  But that is a story for another time and best told by those that did 

the work. 

 

Lisa Shiver 

AGventure at Ash Creek 
 

The school year has started out in a flash for the AgVenture class here at Ash Creek. We begin by erecting 

our greenhouse and building raised beds in our garden. Coronado brought a team to help with that project and 

Jason Maples of Rockhouse Construction hauled us gravel and soil free of charge! Last week we attend the 

Cochise County Fair where we participated in the    

Agventure Lessons there. Two of our students had goat 

projects that they competed with. All and all it has been a 

busy fall and there are more AgVentures to be had! 
 

 

Moiria White 
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