
Ash Creek School Happenings 
October 2019 

 
 
 
 

 

Principal’s Desk  

“Success Starts Here” 

 
Dear Ash Creek Family, 
 
What a wonderful beginning to the new school year! It is hard to believe that we are ending the first quarter 

already. I would like to welcome all the new families, my door is always open. It was wonderful to be able to 
speak with all of you at Principal-Parent-Teacher conferences. 

 
We here at Ash Creek Elementary are working hard every day to give our students a top of the line 

education. We are excited to have new curriculum (textbooks) this year for reading, science and social studies.  
 
Ash Creek was recognized again for the second year at the annual Beyond Textbooks Conference as we 

increased from 35% to 54% proficiency in math on the state testing. Way to Go Ash Creek! 
 
Our arts program is the foundation of our school.  Each student is 

given the rare opportunity to have art once a week, band once a week, 
and dance, along with physical education, and technology! Students 
are encouraged to be artistically expressive and our teachers do 
everything they can to foster their creativity and incorporate the arts 
within their classrooms daily.     

 
October is National Bullying Prevention Month. On Oct 10th Mrs. 

Leslie Russell, Community Outreach and Education Coordinator from 
State of Arizona’s Attorney Generals Office, did a presentation for the 
students and staff on Cyber Safety and Anti-Bullying. Thanks Leslie, 
we are looking forward to the next presentation. Students and Staff at 
Ash Creek came together on October 23, 2019, to wear orange to fight 
bullying for Unity Day, and pledged to: Speak Up With Kindness, Reach 
Out With Acceptance, and Be A Friend Through Inclusion! Ash Creek 
Elementary School has policies to prohibit and prevent bullying, 
intimidation, harassment, discrimination, and hazing. Please talk to 
your child about these topics.  

  
 
Sincerely,  
Sue Shepard,  
Principal  
520-824-3340 

New Dance Outfits! 



In The Kitchen with Mrs. Shiver 
 

 
 This year started with a new look in the cafeteria and kitchen.  Over the summer Mr. Rubio painted a 
seafoam green color on the walls in both areas and put in all new moldings.  The washed-out peach color is 
finally gone and we now have nice bright rooms to enjoy working and eating in.  
  I have added some new items to the menu this year for 
both breakfast and lunch.  The sausage bagels I ordered for   
breakfast turned out to be sausage pizza bagels, but who doesn’t 
like pizza for breakfast!?  There are some new casseroles at lunch 
time, ham and potato, and a hamburger one. The steak fingers 
have proven very popular. The salad bar is still being tweaked to 
find more foods that the kids like and want to eat.  The broccoli 
and zucchini that were not being consumed have been replaced 
with raisins and black olives which are more popular with the 
children.  I am constantly being surprised by some of the foods 
the kids like and the number of students who visit the salad bar daily. 
 On November 7th we are holding our annual Veteran’s Day lunch.  This year’s menu will be ham, real 

mashed potatoes, green bean casserole, warm rolls, and fruit.  And of course we will have our salad bar availa-
ble.  Each year we have a few more veterans and spouses than the previous year and we are hoping to continue 
that trend for 2019.  Please let any and all veterans you know that we would love to have them join us for 

lunch that Thursday at noon.  

Lisa Shiver 

Upcoming Events Mark Your Calendars 
 Veterans Day Lunch: November 7, 2019, at 12:00. Please RSVP by October 31st, 2019. 520-824-3340. 

 Sunizona Community Center Dinner/Performance December 3, 2019, Dinner at 6:00 and performance at 7:00. The students of 
Ash Creek will perform. More information will come on cost and menu for dinner.  

 December 19, 2019 Ash Creek Elementary Christmas Program 6:30 in the gym. 

 
                                                                                                    

 

 Above, K-2 winners 
Loralin and Gerardo tied!!!! 

Mrs. Shepard’s Estimate the Number of Goldfish Game 

6-8 winner 
Luke!!! 

3-5 winner 
Yaretzi!!! 

County Fair Art Projects 
Above: K-2, First Prize 
Above-Right : 3-5, 2nd 
Prize Right: 6-8, 2nd Prize 



Kindergarten through Second Grade News 
We’ve had a great start to our school year with many new friends. We have 

been learning about different communities and how they grow and work together 
to make the community better.  

 
We started with learning about our class 

and school community. We are getting to 
know our new classmates and welcomed 
them into our community. We learned 
rules and procedures that help our class 
and school run smoother.  

 
 
We’ve learned to work as a team to reach our 
goals. We have worked as a team to find our 
school mascot “Dusty”, who likes to hide 
around the campus.  
 
 
 
 

We have learned to work together to finish 
our work and projects. We even work together to 
make a project to make our awesome principal 
happy on her birthday! 

      
 

We have studied what is living and nonliving in our community. 
We identified attributes of living things and made a life cycle of 
the human life cycle. We were excited to visit and learn about 
many creatures that live in our area and some that don’t when 
Wildman Phil came to visit with his critters.  

 
 

 
Our class worked together to create and complete our Cochise Coun-
ty Fair Project. We are happy to say that our hard work paid off. We 
received first place in our category. We would also like to congratu-
late the 3-5 grades and 6-8 grades for placing second in their catego-
ries.  
 
Mrs. Tracy 



Kindergarten through Second Grade News Continued 
 

      
Our school community got to travel back 

in time and visit a community from the past. 
We adventured to Slaughter Ranch and were 
able to explore the old buildings and see 
many artifacts from that era. It made us     
appreciate the time we live in now and all the 
many things we have.  

 
 
We were able to learn about fire safety from the 
Pearce/Sunsites Fire Department and how to keep 
our communities 
safe. We learned 
to stop, drop, and 

roll and scream. We learned to always get low to 
the ground because smoke rises and we don’t want 
to get into our lungs. We learned to never play with 
fire or anything that can start a fire. This will help 
keep us safe as well as our community.  

 
 
Through our learning we gained some 

knowledge in reading, writing, listening, speaking, 
language, math, science, social studies, art, health, physical education, music, 
technology, and learning to work together as a community. We have been very 
busy learning and its only the first quarter. We still 
have so much more to learn about. We can’t wait!!! 

 
Mrs. Tracy 



Third - Fifth Grade Classroom News 
 
 

The start of a new school year always brings new faces and new experiences, and this year especially 

so. The third-fifth grade class welcomes several new students, and this hard-working group is already 

excelling academically. Although we miss Mrs. Hamberger very much, we feel fortunate to welcome our 

new teacher, Mrs. Nyberg, who is proving to be a wonderful addition to our teaching team.  

Our math curriculum this year continues to focus on building a deep understanding of mathematics, 

and we have more tools than ever before to help address each student’s unique learning needs. We were 

pleased to be recognized at a recent professional conference for the increased numbers of Ash Creek students 

who are performing proficiently on the AZMerit state math test, so we know that student engagement and 

math learning are increasing.  

The third-fifth grade class combined math and science learning for their county fair project on 

Fibonacci numbers. Their spiral book on the Fibonacci number pattern seen in many places in nature won 

second place in their division. More importantly, they developed their own understanding of this fascinating 

number pattern and explored its manifestations through science observation. 

We are fortunate to continue to collaborate with Riverview 

Dairy on our school garden and aquaponics/greenhouse project, as 

well as our ongoing agricultural education program taught by Mrs. 

Moiria White. This year, the third-fifth graders are responsible for 

growing the lettuce served in our salad bar, and their lettuce 

seedlings are almost ready to transplant into the garden. The garden 

continues to be a fantastic way for students to explore science and 

math concepts in a hands-on way, and few things are better than 

eating the product of one’s learning! 

 

Ms. Marvick 

Above, Third-fifth grade students explore 

Fibonacci numbers by looking at fruits, 

vegetables, and flowers. 

Above: Sixth-Eighth grade students examine watermelon in the garden. 

Left:  Third-Fifth  grade      

students plant lettuce seed. 



 

Middle School Classroom News 

 
 This past quarter, we have been learning procedures, getting to know each other and understanding our 

class rule of “PONO”. Pono is Hawaiian for “ the way of being. Pono is powerful and descriptive, and can be 
applied to many different areas of life and community - so there are many different ways to interpret this short 
funny word. In the English language, there are 83 translations for this tiny word! The idea behind this word 
and this way of life is that moral behavior leads to happiness for the doer and for everyone around them. This 
is our classroom philosophy. If we are “living pono” we control ourselves, respect ourselves and others and we 
are safe and responsible. Pono is our classroom theme and infuses all we do. Moral character shapes the course 
of a student’s life more than any specific academic skill.  This first quarter has been the foundation to learning 
this philosophy 

Our Language Arts program consists of reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening.   Students move from developing writing 
multiple sentences about a single topic to beginning the formula for 
writing a multi–paragraph essay.  Daily journal writing to prompts 
and “free write Thursday” allows students to develop language 
mechanics—spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and 
usage are emphasized and taught directly; however, students also 
have the opportunity to free write in order to learn to express 
themselves creatively.  

We continue with daily 30 minute sessions of Fast Forward, a 
brain-based remediation that targets the root causes of reading 
struggles. This reading intervention is individualized to every 
student’s level and needs. This year, a new reading program has 
been introduced for reading tutoring. We are also using this program 
during class time. As a multi-grade, multi-level classroom, this 
program gives individual instruction at grade level.  

We are beginning class novels in Q2. Middle school students will 
be reading the classic, White Fang, a great book for this small group 
of boys!  White Fang  explores the complex themes of morality and 
redemption while examining the violent world of wild animals and 
the equally violent world of humans.  The 3-5 class will read the 
popular world re-known novel Holes by Louis Sacher. Major 
themes in Holes include the consequence of choices resulting from 
fate and destiny and the importance of 
friendship.  

Social Studies— The primary purpose 
of our classes social studies is to develop 
the ability to make informed and reasoned 
decisions for the public good as citizens of 
a culturally diverse, democratic society. 
Through our studies and discussions 
students understand what it means  to be 
responsible citizens by stressing the 
safeguarding of rights, fulfillment of 
responsibilities, and honoring the dignity 
of all people.  All students are learning 
methods of finding and using appropriate 
resourses, reading for information, and 
note-taking. Map skills and geography are 
ongoing in all classes.  

 
Mrs. Nyberg 

Luke enjoying Photos of Slaughter Ranch History 

Slaughter Ranch Field Trip 



Fall is here and our school library program is well under way. Our emerging readers in Mrs. Tracy’s class 
are making great progress. We have wonderful, interactive story times and the students are all challenging 
themselves to read more and more words. Lately several of them have asked to check out books that they have 
seen some of the older students reading. I think this a great example of how modeling reading for pleasure can 
inspire beginning readers. 

Several students in Ms. Marvick’s class enjoy reading out loud so I’ve been letting them be guest readers 
for story time, which has been lots of fun. 

We have so many enthusiastic readers in the 5th through 8th grade classes this year that I’m really looking 
forward to our next annual reading challenge. And, I’m very happy to have so many new and up-to-date 
materials for them, at least partly thanks to the generous grant the Library District received last year to 
purchase new youth and bi-lingual materials. Who knows what we’ll ask Mrs. Sheperd to do this year if the 
students meet their reading goals? We’re thinking about it. 

I love the short essay that follows and thought it was well worth reprinting as another wonderful example 
of the value of reading with our children both for them and for ourselves.  

All It Takes Is a Bedtime Story, by Levar Burton 
This nightly ritual can bring families together, help foster the love of reading and build the next generation 

of learners, 20 minutes at a time. Of all the memories I have of a 
young Michaela, my daughter, the most heartwarming are those 
around bedtime stories — snuggling into bed, just the two of us, 
reading stories together as she drifted off to sleep. No matter how 
stressful or busy my day was, no matter how chaotic our lives 
were when she was young, that end of the day ritual was as 
soothing for me as it was for her. Following favorite characters 
through fables, stories, poems and illustrations allowed us to 
laugh, explore important issues and adventure... together. As her 
reading skills improved, she delighted in taking over some of the 
storytelling herself, often rushing to get to her favorite part or 
making up new elements of the stories from her imagination. 
Later, as she started reading stories to herself and my role 
diminished as it is supposed to, I was and still am able to talk 
with her about what she is reading, allowing books to remain an important and emotional connector between 
us to this very day. As one parent to another, I hope you cherish the nightly ritual of bedtime stories, knowing 
that, as your children drift into a peaceful sleep, you are building memories of your own that will last forever. 
Reading Rainbow’s mission is to inspire a love of reading in children and connect them to the world they live 
in through quality literature so they believe that they “can go anywhere, be anything.”  

For more information, go to www.readingrainbow.org. This article was originally published at 
www.readingrainbow.com.  

 
Marian Baker Gierlach  
Ash Creek School Librarian 
Cochise County Library Branch Manager  

520-824-3145 
 

Alice Woods Library 
 
Public library hours are: 
Tuesday    2:00 pm --  4:00 pm 
Wednesday  9:30 am --11:30 am 
Thursday  9:00 am --11:30 am 
Friday           11:30 am --  5:00 pm 
Saturday  9:00 am --12:00 pm 
“The more you read the more things 

you will know. The more that you learn 
the more places you’ll go.” 

-Dr. Seuss 

Library News 

The annual Sunizona-Ash Creek Turkey 
Dinner will be held on Tuesday, November 
12, at the Association Hall behind Mustang 
Mall.  Dinner will be served from 5 pm to 7 
pm.  Prices are $8 for adults and $4 for    
children 10 and under.  There will be door 
prizes and a raffle for a very special 
prize.  For tickets or information contact 
Maryclare Tiuan at (520) 429-5580. 

Enjoying a good book! 



Home of the Mustangs 
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