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Principal’s Desk  

“Success Starts Here” 

 
Dear Ash Creek Family, 
 

This year is going by fast, we are already in the third quarter. There are still many exciting things to come. 
 
Please come join us at the Association Hall (located behind Mustang Mall) on Tuesday February 4, 2020, 

for their annual spaghetti dinner. The cost is $6.00 for adults, and $3.00 for children 6 to 10, children 5 and 
under are free. Dinner is 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. After dinner relax and enjoy a performance by the students of 
Ash Creek Elementary School starting at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 On Thursday February 20th please join us for a student performance, potluck dinner and special guest star 

Barry Ward. Barry is a western singer who grew up on the western plains of Kansas. So mark your calendars 
for you do not want to miss this special event. 

 
Parent/Principal/Teacher Conferences on February 24 and 25. Noon dismissal. 
 
 The Takio Drummers will be working with the students and the performance will be on April 30 at 6:30pm 

in the school gym. Pot Luck to follow. 
 
This year, the window for AzM2 assessments (formerly AzMerit) for grades 3-8 is March 30th - April 24th. 

Ash Creek Elementary will start testing Monday March 30th. Please make sure on the days of testing your 
child gets a good night's sleep and eats a healthy breakfast as with any normal school day. AIMS science for 
4th and 8th grade will start Monday March 23rd  

 
Track Meet is coming up on April 23rd from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Please call the office if you would like to 

volunteer for this special event. This year marks our 40th Annual Track Meet, please come join us. 
 
Thanks to the individuals that have made generous donations to the school that help benefit the students. 

2019 tax donations can be made until April 15, 2020. 
 
I would like to welcome back to our staff as the 6-8 grade homeroom teacher Ms. Laura Lind. She is a 

certified teacher, 25 years experience and very dedicated to the profession. Welcome Back.   
 

Tutoring is every Tuesday (Math) and Wednesday (Reading) from 3:30pm-4:30pm. 
 

Our School:  

Is student centered, with guidance from school personnel and community. Has a friendly, safe atmosphere that 
creates respect for self and others. Inspires literacy and builds strong minds.  

  Please be sure to check out our website for more information at ashcreekschool.wordpress.com 

 Sincerely,  
Sue Shepard,  
Principal  
520-824-3340 



Kindergarten - Second Classroom News 
 

    We have been very busy this quarter learning, growing, and playing.  In Kinder, we have 
learned all of our letter and sounds. We have learned our numbers through 20. We are now 
working on blending sounds to read, writing a complete sentence, and identifying and writing 
our numbers to 50.  In first grade, we have learned open, closed, and silent E syllables. We are 
now learning vowel pair teams, consonant-le, and r-controlled syllables. In math we have 
learned numbers between 100 – 200. We are now learning fractions and time.  In third grade, 
we have learned how to do book reports, 
tell the difference between types of written 
work such as story, poem, and plays. In 
math we worked on fractions.  

     We have grown not only in our 
learning, but our bodies are steadily grow-
ing taller. We keep them strong by playing 
with our friends on the playground and ex-
ercising with GoNoodle. We have learned 
how to keep ourselves healthy by eating 
right, getting enough sleep, and exercising.  

     We have played with our friends on the playground. We 
spent time honoring the Veterans in our area. We also got to go on 
a field trip to get our Christmas Tree with all our friends. We used 
the Christmas tree for our performance of A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas, which we all took part in. It was lots of fun and we had a great 
turnout to watch our performance. This quarter we will be doing 
another performance at the Association on February 4th. We hope 
you all can join us.  

 

Mrs. Tracy 



Third - Eighth Grade Classroom News 
 
 

We all had a great time with the Christmas performance, revisiting an old favorite “Charlie 
Brown’s Christmas” under the direction of Yvette Tracy. Mrs.Tracy and the students did a great job! 

With the start of a new calendar year, middle school science students are beginning to study energy 
transfers in the water cycle, and 3rd-8th grade students are continuing their studies of rocks and 
minerals to the rock cycle. These students are working hard on developing an original dramatic 
performance for the Sunizona-Ash Creek Community Association dinner on February 4th. This 
annual event gives students a chance to integrate classroom science learning with the arts, deepening 
their understanding and hopefully 
entertaining and educating our 
audience.  

All of our students are continuing 
their hard work on math. We’re 
fortunate to have powerful tools to 
individualize math studies to allow 
students to move ahead of grade level, 
or to fill in gaps in knowledge from 
previous years if needed. 

Students have continued their Ag 
education with Mrs. Moiria White of 
Riverview Dairy, focused on soils, 
compost-making, and garden planning 
during the winter months. The lettuce 
and carrots that students planted in the 
fall have survived the cold weather and 
are waiting for longer and warmer days 
to begin actively growing again. The 
garden continues to be a great outdoor 
classroom - a hands - on way to explore 
math and science concepts. 

 

Ms. Marvick 

Cleaning the aquaponics tank in the greenhouse.   

Brainstorming plot ideas for the Ash Creek Sunizona performance 

in February.   

Planting spinach seeds.  



In The Kitchen with Mrs. Shiver 
 

It’s hard to believe the school year is already half-way over.  I am still tweaking the salad bar 
a year later.  Cheese sticks and a dried fruit mixture have been added.  And at least half of the 
students enjoy a fresh salad daily. 

 
  Back in November, our Veteran’s Day lunch was a great success.  We had more veterans 

and spouses join us for a ham and 
mashed potato lunch than had at-
tended previously.  Maybe word 
leaked out that pumpkin pie with 
whipped cream tops off the meal.  
Veterans representing all five of the 
military branches mingled with stu-
dents and staff during our hour long 
appreciation lunch for the men and 
women in our community who had 
served our country. Two of the vet-
erans who joined us are currently serving as Deputies Cochise County .  I guess when you get 
the call to serve, some Americans find that it continues outside of the military also.  

 
Our annual Christmas program was a bit different this year as the students put on the play, 

“A Charlie Brown Christmas.”  The turnout was phenomenal!  I would like to extend my thanks 
and appreciation to all of the people who came to the performance with food for the potluck.  
We had two tables groaning under the weight of crockpots filled with homemade concoctions, 
vegetable dishes, a variety of breads and rolls, and of course a selection of desserts. If anyone 
left without being stuffed full, it was not due to the time and generosity of the Ash Creek com-
munity.  

 
 
Lisa Shiver 



 
January 2020 seems like a good time to reflect on the accomplishments of 2019. Exciting things 

happened in the Cochise County Library District last year and I wanted to make sure that our county 
library patrons, old and new, were aware of them. The most important was the launch of our One 
County, One Card program which enabled patrons to begin using their existing card in all 12 county 
library locations. Also, for the convenience of our patrons, if library materials are eligible to be 
renewed, our library system now automatically renews them the night before they are due. Items are 
not renewed if other people are waiting for them, or if they have been renewed twice already. Those 
items need to be returned as soon as possible. Of course, all our regular services such as books, movies 
and CDs for checkout, public computers, free WiFi, research tools, and downloadable ebooks and 
audiobooks and more, continue as usual. So, be sure and use this wonderful community resource and 
look for more great developments in the coming year. 

 
As most of you know, the Alice Woods/Sunizona Library is a resource used by the Ash 

Creek School community as well as the larger county community and, as such, our school library 
program is ongoing. Last week, in preparation for our observance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Civil 
Rights Day, the 3rd through 8th graders listened to a recording of Dr. King delivering his "I Have a 
Dream" speech included in a book of the same title and beautifully illustrated by Kadir Nelson. I read a 
story called, My Brother Martin: a sister remembers growing up with the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. by Christine King Farris to the Kindergarten through 2nd graders.   All of the students listened 
with interest and many shared their feelings and insights in the ensuing discussions.  

 
Our library will be receiving a portion of a grant funded by the Troller Fund at the Community 

Foundation for Southern Arizona again this year. Last year the funds were earmarked for youth and 
bilingual materials and programming. This year the focus will be on STEM and youth collections and 
programs. I will be coordinating with the teachers to get their input about materials that will best 
support and supplement the STEM aspect of our curriculum. Of course, all programs and materials 
provided by the grant funds will be accessible to our public patrons as well as the school community. 
We do appreciate the opportunity to keep our collection updated and relevant. 

 
Finally, stay tuned for news of our third annual Reading Challenge. What will our very good sport, 

Mrs. Shepard, be asked to do this year if the students meet their reading goals?  
 

Marian Baker Gierlach  
Ash Creek School Librarian 
Cochise County Library Branch Manager 

520-824-3145 
 

Alice Woods Library 
 
Public library hours are: 
Tuesday    2:00 pm --  4:00 pm 
Wednesday  9:30 am --11:30 am 
Thursday  9:00 am --11:30 am 
Friday           11:30 am --  5:00 pm 
Saturday  9:00 am --12:00 pm 
“The more you read the more things 

you will know. The more that you learn 
the more places you’ll go.” 

-Dr. Seuss 

Library News 
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