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Dear Ash Creek Family, 

 

     What a different year it has been. I want to thank all the wonderful par-

ents and guardians that have stepped up and have been working with the 

teachers and school so their children can continue their education. We 

always work hard every day to give the students a top of the line educa-

tion, and just because we are still online that does not stop.  

     The Ash Creek School board has decided to stay with on-line learning 

until at least February 11, 2021. This will be discussed again at the board 

meeting on February 10, 2021. The benchmark data from the Arizona De-

partment of Health shows the COVID19 virus is on the rise, and the board 

wants to keep all staff and students safe. A one call will go out after the 

board meeting to let you know what was decided.    

     We would like to wish Mr. Hamberger all the best as he has moved on 

from Ash Creek. I would like to welcome Boris Espinosa to our staff as our 

new IT Tech. He has a bachelor’s degree in computer science. You can 

reach him Monday-Thursday from 8:30-3:30 by calling the office if your 

child has any problems with their computer, chrome book, or programs.  

     Ms. Shelly is still delivering breakfast and lunch along with homework, 

art projects and anything else that needs to 

go home or come back to school.   

Thanks to all the families that entered the 

disguise a turkey contest. Congratulations to 

the Hernandez-Martinez Family who won a 

turkey and dressing for Thanksgiving.  We 

had some creative entries.  

The Winner 

Other Entries 
Principal’s Desk 
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     I have had the pleasure to sit in on some of the classes and see the students and the wonderful things they 

are doing. We have put in a new program called Hit the Deck which gives the students 3-5 minutes of short 

bursts of physical activities. Students and teachers are enjoying the program.   

     Congratulations to Mrs. Tracy for being spotlighted in the Beyond Textbooks newsletter. Mrs. Tracy has 

shared five resources across the K-2 grade levels and subject areas. Her ideas are creative and often incorpo-

rate multiple standards. Her resources are also hands-on activities and projects that provide teachers and 

students with nice alternatives to paper and pencil.  

     Mr. Rubio has finished the parking lot and it sure looks nice. Thanks for a good job! 

Starting January 24, 2021 the students will be participating in National School Choice Week, which is Ameri-

ca’s largest annual celebration of opportunity in education. Choice in education means better outcomes for 

families. 

     Remember 2020 tax donations can be made until April 15, 2021. Your tax dollars make a difference for our 

students. 

     Please visit our website for all updated information at https://ashcreekschool.wordpress.com 

 

Thanks 

     Danelle Cosand from Maid Rite Feeds of 

Willcox for providing our school with several 

cases of shelf-stable milk and 1 oz. barbeque 

flavored meat sticks to add to our meal deliv-

ery service.  

     I would also like to thank Pat Hill and Cath-

erine Gaeb for their personal donation of ap-

ples and oranges for the student’s lunches.      

     And thanks to the 

Reyer Family on Walker 

Road in Prescott, Arizo-

na in Memory of Grey-

hound “Betty Boop”, for 

the beautiful coats for 

each student at Ash 

Creek Elementary.  
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6-8 Classroom—Ms. Lind 

In Memoriam 
     Our beloved friend Higinio Villa, a part of our Ash Creek fami-

ly for more than 17 years, has passed away. Mr. Villa has always 

been supportive of both his grandchildren who attended Ash 

Creek and the school itself.  He has faithfully attended school 

events and performances, and was always available to help with 

whatever needed doing. As a representative of our local Food 

Bank he also gave the Ash Creek community a presentation to let 

us know about the services they offered. Mr. Villa will be deeply 

missed by his family, our school family and the surrounding com-

munity he has been a part of for so long. I, personally, will miss 

having him come in on a regular basis to chat and share a cup of 

coffee with me. 

 

Sue Shepard, Principal   
 
 
 
 

    The Annual Sunizona-Ash Creek Community Association Spaghetti Dinner will be held on Tuesday, February 2nd, from 6 pm 

to 7 pm at the Association Hall behind Mustang Mall.  Adult dinners are $6, children from 6 to 10 are $3, children 5 and under are 

free. 

    We will also have door prizes. Come join us for some good food and visit with friends at a safe distance.  For information con-

tact Maryclare Tiuan (520) 429-5580. 
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Mrs. Tracy’s K-2 Grade News 

Our second quarter started out online and remained online 

for the duration. We had our routines in place and we tweaked 

them a bit to make them better. The setback did not deter my stu-

dents from attending class and learning. In fact, my students were 

in class every day and participating all day long. In the morning, 

we would meet as a whole group. In the afternoon, we would have 

a special class and small group lessons. Because my students at-

tended daily and participated, their Galileo scores improved. Are 

they as good as they would have been if we had taught in person? 

No, but they were far better than the first quarter because my stu-

dents accepted online learning and put their best effort into their 

school work. I also tried very hard to make it worth their time and 

effort. We completed projects that incorporated multiple stand-

ards across the different subjects and used tech tools to help us 

learn other standards such as Didax and Epic!, to name a few.  

In math, we learned about time, fractions, 2D and 3D shapes, 

creating bigger shapes, counting forward and backward, writing 

our numbers, addition and subtraction, and measurement.  

In science, we learned about habitats. We read about them. 

We researched them. We found pictures of them. Then we creat-

ed individual dioramas of 4 different habitats of their choosing. 

To go along with our habitats, we also created pinecone animals.  

 

SCIENCE 
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In social studies, we 

learned about commu-

nity helpers. We read 

about a variety of help-

ers. We researched jobs 

we wanted to do when 

we grew up. We chose a 

job we wanted to do.   

Then we cre-

ated a model 

of the com-

munity helper 

we wanted to 

be. Once 

completed, to 

work on 

speaking and 

listening 

skills, the students had 

to present them in class 

and tell us about the 

helper and why they 

wanted to 

do that for 

a living. 

We had a 

great time.  

SOCIAL STUDIES 
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During our Thanksgiving 

weeks, we learned 

new words to use on 

our gratitude pie 

craft. We read books 

and learned the his-

tory behind why we 

celebrate Thanksgiv-

ing. We also learned 

that other countries 

around the world 

have Thanksgiving 

celebrations too, just 

not at the same time as 

ours or for the same rea-

son. We created several 

crafts for Thanksgiving. 

We made gratitude pie, 

learned to draw a tur-

key, and made a pilgrim 

doorknob hanger for 

decorations. As a school, 

we had a Tom Turkey contest. The 

family who made the best disguise 

for Tom Turkey so he wouldn’t get 

caught and eaten would win a fro-

zen turkey. Our winners were the 

Hernandez Martinez family who 

disguised Tom as Santa. Way to 

go! 

THANKSGIVING 
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During our weeks of Christmas and 

the beginning of winter season, we 

spent time reading about gingerbread 

men (and a woman too.) We compared 

and contrasted the stories. We wrote 

about gingerbread men. We used gin-

gerbread men in our math as manipu-

latives and word problem stories. Then 

we completed the cumulative project 

with creating a 

gingerbread 

house for our 

gingerbread men. 

It was a lot of 

fun. 

CHRISTMAS 
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We completed our second 

quarter with the students wanting 

to come to class, wanting to com-

plete their work, and wanting to 

learn. So when we came back for 

third quarter and were still online, 

we kept going with our learning. 

Right now we are learning about 

winter topics. We just completed 

an art and writing project called 

“How I got stuck in a Snow Globe.” 

We have also been learning 

about poetry. My class would like 

to leave you with two poems that 

they wrote as a group. Be safe, be 

healthy.  

Mrs. Tracy 

  

SECOND QUARTER 

Winter 

Winter is very cold. 

It is beautiful as gold. 

 

Ice skating is fun.  

But now we are done.  

 

Let’s drink hot cocoa, 

And go watch it snow.  

Red 

Smells like a rose 

Tastes like cherry pep-

permint gum 

Sounds like weeooo, 

weeooo, weeooo 

Feels like hot fire 

Looks like paint.  
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Who would have thought 

we would still be distance learn-

ing? As much as we all want to 

be in the classroom at Ash 

Creek, 3rd-5th grade is staying 

positive and making the most of 

online learning.  

Last quarter some students 

wrote their very first 

five paragraph essay!! 

They worked very hard 

in the meetings to plan 

and sort out their ide-

as. It was a very proud 

moment. Students also learned 

how to create budgets. It was 

nice to see everyone helping 

each other calculate and make 

adjustments. After becoming 

budget experts they also be-

came tour 

guides. Students 

made travel bro-

chures of places 

they highly rec-

ommend to visit 

and presented 

them to Mrs. 

Shepard.  

   

Miss Hake 3-5 Grades News 
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This quarter we got two 

new students in our class. 

Warm welcome to Robert and 

Jackson! Students also voted on 

naming their group levels. We 

have team Blue Jays, which is 

Wyatt, Loralin, Serenity and 

Jackson. Then we have team 

Mustangs, which is Colton, Va-

leria, Bella, Kendra, Jatziri, and 

Robert. The Blue Jays have been 

working on their poetry skills 

and the Mustangs have been 

working on their opinions vs. 

facts.  

Both groups are doing an 

excellent job at tackling frac-

tions this quarter. From adding 

fractions, to finding equivalent 

fractions, to reducing and solv-

ing unlike denominators, stu-

dents are learning the possibili-

ties are endless.  
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Being on the computer all 

day can make it hard to focus, 

but now our class wakes up 

with Hit the Deck! Students 

choose cards every day and we 

do a few minutes of P.E. to get 

everyone moving and pumped!  

Every day is a fresh start in 

our class. What impresses me 

more than anything is how 

positive the students are and 

are always willing to help and 

give each other support. 

Our class-family misses 

seeing each other in person, 

but their teamwork and desire 

to learn is as strong as ever!   

We are going to have an 

incredible 3rd Quarter! 

 

 Miss Hake 
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Here we are, off to a new 

year, 2021.  We all have many 

hopes and expectations for 

Ash Creek School and our stu-

dents.  With everyone working 

together, we can make some of 

these reality!  Thank you par-

ents and grandparents for all 

you do to help! 

As the photos show, we 

have been able to do some art 

projects, even with distance 

learning.  The students were 

doing a research project on 

where they see themselves in 

the future; their work and 

their homes.  They did posters 

of their dream house, then at 

Christmas-time, they built 

their dream house out of gra-

ham crackers and sweets.    

Ms. Lind 6-8 Grades News 
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I also wanted to give you a taste of 

how Math class works.  Students are 

working on assignments with both on-

line and off-line materials.  When they 

have a problem they don’t understand or 

if several need the same help, we do a 

Zoom lesson.  I also send photos via cell 

phone text to students who need answer 

sheets for pages they have completed.  

 Some students are also able to turn 

in assignments to Ms. Shelly, the break-

fast/lunch delivery person.  Some assign-

ments are turned in via email, and some, 

like the houses, via photos.  Then there 

are the online programs that I can moni-

tor from my computer.  So, we are all 

learning to adjust and adapt.  One good 

thing from all this is that we are definite-

ly becoming lots more technology savvy!   

I’m sure that will always be bene-

ficial to all of us. 

However, I am getting genuinely 

tired of seeing my own face.  I will be 

glad to get students back in my class-

room so that I have something more in-

teresting to look at!!! 

Ms. Lind 
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As much as I would love to see our students in person for our school library program again, I 

can also say that I thoroughly enjoy our Zoom library time together. I hope the students enjoy it 

as much as I do. When I’m preparing the stories that I am going to read with my classes I often 

end up with a themed story time, sometimes chicken stories, dog stories, funny stories, or poems. 

The kids seemed to have picked up on this because recently one of Mrs. Tracy’s students said she 

would like to hear princess stories, so that was our theme for story time that week. Who knew 

there were so many kinds of princesses? We read about The Very Fairy Princess, Princess Pigsty, 

The Paper Bag Princess and Princess Smartypants. This week another student has requested jun-

gle stories so that will be our next theme. I like that they have their own ideas of what they want 

me to read with them and it makes our time together delightfully interactive.  

     I like coordinating with the teachers and read-

ing stories related to what the students are work-

ing on in their classroom curriculum. With Miss 

Hake’s class I’ve been trying to innovate ways to 

give the students an idea of what books I have 

available relative to a particular subject they are 

studying. I have been setting up a themed book 

display and then sending a picture of it to Miss 

Hake. She emails the photo to the students so 

they can let me know which books they would 

like me to send home to them. It’s not perfect but 

I believe it is helping, and I will continue trying to 

find new and better ways to help them figure out 

what they need or want to read until they can 

come to the library again.  

 

 

Library News 
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Since none of us knows how long it will be until our school and community library patrons will 

be able to come inside to use the library again, I like to use this space to keep everyone abreast of 

what services we are currently offering. Full access has resumed for patrons with a current Cochise 

County Library card to the library's digital collections as well as books, DVDs, and more. Library 

materials can be requested either online or by phone or email. Curbside pickup for on-hold items is 

on Fridays by appointment. Patrons can also make pickup appointments on Tuesdays and Wednes-

days if Fridays are inconvenient.  Loaner laptops are available for use in the library yard area or in 

your vehicle by appointment on the same days mentioned above. Don’t forget, you need to be 18 

and have a current library card and driver’s license to borrow a laptop. If you need a library card and 

are a Cochise County resident, you can call to make an appointment to get one. Getting a full-access 

card requires photo ID and proof of address. 

Perhaps the most exciting thing that has happened at the Cochise County Library District since 

the lockdown last March is that the countywide ebook and downloadable audiobook collection 

(ccld.overdrive.com) has grown to more than 13,000 titles for all ages. We have added digital read-

ing rooms for children (https://ccld.overdrive.com/library/kids/) and teens                             

(https://ccld.overdrive.com/library/teens), and joined a lending group with other Arizona library 

systems to give Cochise County readers access to more than 150,000 additional digital titles. You can 

access the digital collections 24/7, and all you need is a library card and a device that connects to 

the internet.   

     As an alternative to the traditional full-access library 

card, in December the Library District introduced an E-

Resource card for those who only need access to our digital 

resources, which include ebooks and downloadable audio-

books plus learning and research tools. You can apply for 

the E-Resource card online and start reading right away. 

Go to https://cochiselibrary.org/client/en_US/ccld/  

To contact me regarding any of the above services call 520-824-3145 Tuesdays or Wednesdays 

1:30 – 4:30 or Fridays 11- 4, or email mbakergierlach@cochise.az.gov. You can also get help with any 

County Library services by calling the Library District at 520-432-8937. Staff are available Monday 

through Friday, 8 am to 5 pm. 

http://ccld.overdrive.com/
https://ccld.overdrive.com/library/kids/
https://ccld.overdrive.com/library/teens
https://cochiselibrary.org/client/en_US/ccld/?fbclid=IwAR1k08cgPzTmBzN0PDjOeHe1Dek0HHvCDZpMNdNRgt0RRWVXqoQDkx4TGHE
mailto:mbakergierlach@cochise.az.gov
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     A new year has started and I have hope that 

2021 is not as chaotic as 2020 was. Well, here it 

is the third semester and it’s hard to believe 

that half of the school year is already behind 

us.  It has been almost a year since we started 

online school and meal deliveries for our stu-

dents.  A lot of adjustments had to be figured 

out but luckily we were up to the challenge.  

      The only positive to the children not being 

on campus is it means a lot less dishes for me 

to wash.  I wouldn’t mind doing twice as many dishes though if we could have the kids back.  

     I am making adjustments to the menu again and students will be eating quesadillas, both beef 

and chicken, this semester.  I am also thinking of tweaking the chicken salad by adding grapes and 

nuts.  USDA is offering frozen cherries, blueberries, and strawberries this year and I have added 

them to the fruit offerings.  Puree the fruit and add it to applesauce and you have flavored ap-

plesauce.  I also found some diced peaches packed in strawberry banana juice that is a nice combi-

nation. 

     Several students have asked for copies of my recipes used at school which tells me that they 

like what I am preparing.  Of course it is easier to get feedback when the students are on campus, 

but distance learning can’t go on forever.   I never hesitate to share recipes when asked.  It is food 

and if you like it, why not share recipes so others can make and enjoy the food you have shared 

with them. 

 

 

In the Kitchen with Mrs. Shiver 

Cheeseburger Slider Bake 
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